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considered ae wishing ta con 
r pe will be ‘sent to them accordingly. paper dis- 
antitall arrearages are paid, exer pt at the discretion 


" for drawing closer to one another in brotherly love, 
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” means of furnishing religious instruction to many 
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ig laying the foundation of Presbyterianism in Ame- 


what a tender interest she felt in their labours, 
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For the Presbyterian. 
ECCLESIASTICAL, CORRESPONDENCE. 
Tue Synop or THe Parssyrerian or Ca- 
* WADA, IN CONNEXION WITS THE CaURCH OF Scor- 
LAND, TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE Pres- 
pyreetin In Unrrep Sratrss. 
Esteeimned and Beloved Brethren in Christ : 


“Your letter was not received by us till after 
the meeting of our Synod in September, and our 
riext meeting does not take place till the month of 
July next. Bat an-anxious wish being expressed 
by many brethren here, that an answer should be 
returned before the present session of your Assem- 
bly shall favé closed, it was resolved, at a meeting 

the Commission, hel! in the city of Toronto in 

February, that that court should, under these cir- 
cumstances,’ assume the responsibility of writing 
the answer. You will understand that by the law 
and usage of our Church, what is done by theCom- 

ission of Synod, if approved of, is viewed as a 
nodical act. : 


side the Atlantic, holding in common with us, the 


game forms of church-government, and the same 
precious faith—more especially when that body is 
witnessing, amidst great trials for the truth as it is 
in Jesus, cannot but be regariled by us with the 
‘liveliest interest. We, it is true, live under a dif- 
ferent civil government, and to the institutions of 
our country, we confess ourselves to be warmly 
attached; but this attachment ought t» be no bar- 
rier to that reciprocation of Christian sentiment and 
feeling, which has often existed between churches 
situated as we are. Where there is one faith and 
one Lord, a correspondence between those who hold 
that faith, and love that Lord in sincerity, must pro- 
mote Christian loye, and may tend not a little to 
ttie edification and comfort of those who are fellow- 
heirs of the same” promises. And in these times, 
when Christian truth is assailed with a malignity 
and a subtlety to which hasdly any age furnishes a 
parallel}, it is peculiarly incumbent on the friends 
of the Lord Jesus to strengthen each others hands, 
and encourage each others heart. When the pow- 
ers of darkness are.seen mustering their forces and 
leaguing together against the Lord and his anoint- 
ed, surely Christians ought to find strong motives 


while all, as with one heart, should draw nearer to 

their divine master. These are our sentiments, 

brethren, on a matter which we fear the Churches 
of Christ have in modern times too much neglected. 

We take it, therefore kindly, that you have ad- 

dressed us in the frank and affectionate terms 

which so peculiarly characterise your acceptable 
er. 

--[a our first communication, it will naturally be 

expected that we should give you some account of 

the present condition of that Church over which 

we are appointed to watch in the Lord. Weare 

sorry that we cannot speak of the state of a 

in such favorable terms as we could wish. Vital 
piety, we fear, is ata low ebb—for iniquity abounds, 
and the love of the world prevails to a lamentable 
extent, and many professing Christians manifest 
but little of the fruits of true Godliness. These 
evils have been greatly aggravated by the distrac- 
tions to which civil suciety has been subject for a 
considerable time past. , And in addressing you, we 
need hardly do more than refer to the many obsta- 
cles which religion has to encounter in a new 
country, settled by a mixed population, many of 
whom are entirely without the knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. And while in addition to this, it 

‘is known that there isa great want of faithful and 

able ministers, ty go into the destitute settlements, 

to proclaim the gospel of salvation, it will not sur- 

ise you, that we are called to mourn over much 
irreligion around us, and to lament the little evi- 
dence we haye in many places of genuine piety. 

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are 

few. 

Our Syncd contains, at present, fifty-five settled 
ministers. ‘This number, however, is quite inade- 
quate to the” wants of even that portion of the peo- 
ple who naturally look to us for Spiritual instruc- 
tors. We have nearly a hundred congregations or 
settlements, some of them vou numerous, that are 
wholly destitute of pastors. Hitherto we have de- 
pended entirely on the mother country fog preach- 

ers, But we now find the eupply from home to 
fall so far short of the demand, that steps have been 
taken, and are in course of being rigorously prose- 
cuted, for establishing a Theological Seminary for 
training pious youths from among ourselves, for the 
work of the huiy ministry. Greatly indeed do we 
want an increase of ministerial Jabourers, as well 
as an increase of faith, diligence, love, and patience 
in our own hearts, that we may more devotedly la- 
bour in the work of the Gospel. For while there 

- is much within our Church to fill us with sorrow 
and humiliation, there is also much in the world 
around us to produce perplexity and fear. Popery, 
that monstrous perversion of Christianity, has a 
strong hold in these provinces, and is greatly 
strengthened by the spurious charity of the age; 
while infidelity, the natural product of superstition 


and fanaticism, is embraced to a considerable ex-| bring good out of evil, and make the wrath of 


tent by the vicious and speculative portion of the 
pecple. We have also to deplore the prevalence 
of various sects that preach another Gospel, than 
the Gospel of Christ. yy? 
Yet amidst these various causes of discourage- 
mént, we are not Icft without many tokens for good 
from the Lord. Throughout our own Church, 
Sabbath schools have generally been established, 
and we believe are in many places in a prosperous 
éondition. Bible, Tract, and Missionary Societies, 
are supported by uur people, and in some instances 
with a very: considerable «degree of liberality. 
Public ordinances are, the whole, well at- 
tended, while the number of communicants in the 
Church has been annually increasing. As a Chris- 
‘tian community we enjoy very great harmony. 
Our standards are received and held ex animo. 
Hence on church government and the great doc- 
trines of faith we are of one mind, and live in peace 
as brethren. This unanimity on matters of the 
highest moment, contributes greatly to our comfort 
in all our ecclesiastical affairs. 
. Our connection with the Church of Scotland has 
been to us of unspeakable advantage. From that 
Church we have received preachers, pecuniary aid, 
much wholesome counsel, and such protection as 
¢ould be afforded. For all this we desire to lift u 
our hearts in thankful acknowledgments to ‘ 
and increasing gratitude to our revered mother 
Church, to whom we are so deeply indebted for the 


a destitute settlement in Canada. And we hope, 
Christian brethren, when you revert to the early 


ef those who bore the heat and burden of the day, 
rica, were ministers of the Church of Scotland— 


ind whe think how readily she gave-her sup- 
of God, Edwards and Brainard, 


| children in all parts of the earth rise up and call 


| Plating the highly cheering aspect which religion, 


you will readily sympathise with us in the grati- 
tude which we have expressed, Shall noth her 


her blessed ? 
You, no doubt, rejoice with ns brethren, in contem- 


at the present time, mani within the Church 
of Scotland. We refer to this, mainly, in ag mach 
as it affords us an opportunity of mentioning a fact, 
that needs to be well pondered by many profeasi 
Christians in America. A simple, frequent, full, 
and zealous announcement of the doctrines of the 
Cross, has been the grand means which the Spirit 
of God hes made efficacious in maintaining and pro- 
moting this state of things in the Church of Scot- 
land. Indeed the ministers who have been the 
most successful there, in awakening the minds of 
men, do not seem ever to have thought of any thin 
that was fora moment to be put in comparison wi 
the sim anpsencning of the Crogs, in converting 
sinners, is they have regarded as the wisdom 
of God, and the power of God unto salvation. 

__ Wherever there is a genuine revival of religion, 
it will produce all its holy fruits in rich abundance; 
and it affords the greatest pleasure to be able to 
refer to some of those fruits, which furnish to us 
abundant evidence that the Lord has, by his own 
precious truth, been accomplishing a great work 
for some years past throughout all the borders of 
the Scottish Church. Who can doubt this, who 
thinks with enlightened candour of the efforts which 
that Church is now making, to free herself from all 
unhallowed secular influence—her high and holy 
determination to rey no master in spiritual thin 
but Christ—her ous efforts to purify herself 
from ali heresy, and the noble stand she is taking 
against popery, and the insidious and bland infidel- 
ity of the day. Nor should the sacrifices she is 
now making to provide the means for the spiritual 
instruction of the destitute portion of her people be 
forgotten. Within the short space of three years, 
nearly a million of dollars has been raised to 
build new churches; at the same time, vast sums 
have been collected to aid weak congrégations in 
many of the British colonies; in sending the Gos- 
pel to the heathen, she is labouring with great zeal 
and perseverance, and many of her most accom- 
plished preachers have gone forth to the work of 
the Lord, in the dark places of the earth. These 
things are cheering to every Christiaw heart; and 
brethren, are they not peculiarly so, when they can 
be traced 8o directly to the vivifying influences of 
those doctrines, that make a crucified Saviour all 
in all to perishing sinners? ‘ 

We were grieved, Christian brethren, to learn 
from yodr letter, that errors and irregularities had 
crept into your Church, which had at length as- 
sumed such an alarming aspect, that the As- 
sembly had been under the necessity of dissolv- 
ing certain Synods, which had become most in- 
fected by heretical notions and anti-Presbyterial 
practices. Of all this we were well aware before 
we received your letter. At the same time, we 
were well pleased to have your own statement of 
the case; and we beg to say, that to that state- 
ment we gave entire credit. It is likely, that our 
opinion on the course you have pursued, may be 
to you of little moment. Yet, as a sister Church, 
we are constrained to say, that we fully approve 
of the steps you have been compelled to take. 
We speak advisedly—with a full knowledge of 
the case, and free from all uncharitable feelings 
and prejudices when we declare, that if Presbyte- 
rial. Church government was to be maintained 
among you—if the truths of the Gospel were to 
be maintained in their simplicity and purity—if 
the worship of the sanctuary was to be preserved 
from wild and unscriptural novelties—if the most 
fatal disorders and errors were to te driven from 
your communion, we cannot conceive what else 

ou could have done, than pass the disowning act. 
Yea, brethren, looking at that act in all its bear- 
ings, we regard it as neither harsh nor unjust. 
Truly, if you will permit us to speak plainly, we 
think, your sin has not been hasty severity, but 
@ulpable forbearance. “ While men slept the ene-| 
my sowed tares.” And here we cannot but re- 
mark, that, to us it appears a very plain matter, 


that when persons abandon the standards of a |; 


Church, or repudiate the essential doctrines of its 
Confession, the course which honesty points out is, 
quietly to withdraw from that Church. To re- 
main in its communion—to seek shelter behind 
the standards they treat with obloquy, and the con- 
stitution they labour to subvert, is equally at vari- 
ance with order and integrity. 3 

We cannot, brethren, contemplate the decision, 
that has recently been given against you in the 
‘eivil- court, without sorrow and astonishment. 
That the case should ever have been carried to a 
civil tribunal, must be a matter of surprise to all 
who hold, that the Church ought, and does, possess 
sufficient power in her own judicatories for decid- 
ing all questions of doctrine, discipline, and gov- 
ernment. But, let the issue before civil courts be 
what it may, your triumph depends not on it. A 
victory has-already been gained, worth every sac- 
rifice which you may be required to make. A 
Church, that holds fast the truth, may lose her 
‘property, and suffer much temporary embar- 
rassment; yet, in His eyes, who walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks, she is 
rich—all glorious within, and eminently powerful 
for good. A Church becomes poor, and weak, and 
despicable, only when she breaks covenant with 
her God, and permits truth to perish frém among 
her people. 

But we hear, that you are to carry your cause 
before a higher tribunal. Brethren, it is already 
before the most august tribunal on earth. It is 
now at the bar of the whole Christian world. 
True, the decision given by this tribunal may not 
save your ag nod. but it will do more. Let 
men on earth, however, judge as they may in this 
great matter, we trust and believe that the noble 
and good men among you, who have come forth 
in the spirit and power of Christian reformers, are 
acting, and are determined to act, as in the sight 
of Him that judgeth righteously. 

Yet we cannot look at what has already taken 
place in this matter, or think of what is likely tc 
happen, without great sorrow. True, God can 


praise him. Still, who does not know, 
that divisions and distractions among Christians 
open the mouths of ecoffers, cause the weak to 
stumble, and make the hands of many feeble. 
Let those answer for all this, who are the cause of 
such deplorable evils. Fidelity toGod, and love to 
the souls of men, Jay necessity on the friends of 
truth to oppose error. And truly, it is our solemn 
conviction, that had the errors, against which you 
have made at last so decided a stand, been permit- 
ted to overrun your Church, Ichabod might have 
been proclaimed through al] your borders; there 
might have been peace and harmony, but it would 
have been peace without truth, and harmony with- 
out piety. It cannot be disguised, and ought not 
to be concealed, that these errors strike at the 
fundamentals of religion. Wherever they prevail, 
they leave nothing that is solid for the trembling 
penitent to build his hopes upon, and nothing that 
will yield true consolation to the pious soul. 


Christian brethren, it is needful for us all to be 
watchful against errors in religion. A superficial, 
metaphysical philosophy—a daring spirit of specu- 
lation in morals—a reckless contempt of all ancient 
opinions and s—a wish to deal with religious 
truth asif its first principles had yet to be.settled— 
a vicious mode of analogical reasoning, and a god- 
less liberalism, are peculiar and alarming cha- 
racteristics of the times in which we live. That 
the human mind, thus influenced, to some extent 
within the Church, wilt naturally produce errors 
in religion, might be inferred a priori: experi- 
ence but too painfully confirms the truth of the in- 
ference. 

Let all the churches of Jesus Christ learn, from 
what has lately been witnessed, that the truth is 
the only sure basis of union and love among pro- 
fessing Christians; that essential errors in reli- 
on are never harmless; and that, to trifle with 


man to 


| 


och, in their incipient stages, or to draw the man- 


tle of charity over them, is neither to mani 
true kindness to the erring, nor. fidelity.to the.i 
terests of the Church of the living God. 17 
charity that endureth all things can rejoice only 
the truth. 

In fine, Christian brethren, we fervently pray, 

that in passing through your nt trials, yo 
may be sustained by the grace of God, and blessed 

that it may be found in the end, you have 
lost, but gained st as a religious com 
nity. A Church, united, not in name, but is 
spirit, instinct with love and imbucd with the 
truth, manifests the glory of God, and is a ble 
sing unspeakably great to the world. To sucht 
Church we may sppl 
tion: “ She is lair as the moon, clear as the 
and terrible as an army with banners.” 

Brethren, Farewell. “Keep that which is 

mitted to your trust”—*“Hold fast the truth”— 

“ Put on the whole armour of light”—“ Fight the 

fight of faith.” And, when you, and w 

ve finished our labours on the earth, may we 

be received into that Church, where the spirits 
the just are made perfect with God. 

At the the city of Toronto, the second day of 
May, one nd eight hundred and thirty- 
nine: In name, and by appointment, of the 
Commission of the Synod of the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, in connexion with the 
Church of Scotland. 


Rosert McGru, Clerk, P. T. 
For the Presbyterian. 
DEATH OF A YOUTH. 
Mr. Editor—The following communication wis 
on last Sabbath, handed me in church, while seat- 


ed at the communion table.—The subject of the la- 
ter was a young man, a member of my church, ef 


y the language of inspire) yea, I will uphold 
righteousness,” 


cou} that ag soon as the benediction was 


of] from the 


A. H.GALE, 
Convener of Commission. ¥ | 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,’ 


Philadelphia, May 16, 1838. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyteri 
Church, in the United States of 
agreeably to appointment, in the Seventh Presby- 
terian church in the city of Philadelphia, on Thurs 
day, the 16th day of May, A. D. 1839, at 11 o’clock 
A. M.; and was opened by a sermon by the Rev. 
William S. Plumer, D. D., Moderator of the last 
Assembly; from Isaiah, xli. 10. “ Fear thou not, for 
{ am with thee, be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God ; I will strengthen thee, yea, | will help thee; 
thee with the right hand of my 


After the sermon, the Moderator gave notice, 


would take the chair, and proceed to the organize- 
tion of the Assembly. The benediction being pro- 
nounced, the Moderator took the chair and 
the meeting with prayer. The Permanent Clerk, 
Staading Committee of Commissions re- 
ported that the following persons present, have been 
duly appointed, and are hereby enrolled as Com- 
rolssioners to this General Assembly, and laid their 


excellent character, sound judgment, and a 
piety. He had just bid adieu to earth with all its 
trials, and his physician who witnessed the solemn 
scene, gave its history, that the congregation, over. 
the emblems of their crucified Redeemer, — be 
impressed with the reality and importance of that 
religion which they were then professing, and 
which yielded such support and comfort in 
most trying of all seasons. If you think it will add 
any thing to the cause of Christ, or edification and 
comfort of his people, you will give it a place in 
your paper. Latta. 
Great Valley, May 15th 1839. 
SEE HOW A CHRISTIAN CAN DIE. 
Un the evening of Saturday, May 11th, 1839, | 
was summoned in haste to see my friend and pa- 
tient, Mr. Willian Culton. He was dying, but his 
mind was perfectly clear, his thoughts collected, and 
composed, intent upon the approaching change 
which to him was about to be an entrance into 


lory. 
. He had been for years the subject of a severe 
disease, which he bore with fortitude and resigna- 


tion to the Divine will. During his protracted il-| 23 


ness, he conversed freely of death, notas the “ king Washington Daniel Deruelle James liptieovet 
of terrors,” but as a welcome visitant to conduct} bic Hebert 
him — a transitory and vain world toa blissfyl Allegheny John R. Agnew Walter Lowrie 
immortality. a. C. y 

When the writer this hie on David Waggoner(!) 
evening of his dissolution, he wes affected with| New Lisbon Jas. Robertson(1) John McConnell ( 
slight spasmodic pains in the stomach, for the re-| Claireville Masthaw (1) 
lief of which an anodyne was exhibited, with the VI. Synod of Michigan. 
effect of relieving the gastric distress. Detroit 

The first question he asked on my entering the i ae 
room, was, “ Doctor, tvhat is the cause of this} ~°"” 


Has any thing new happened ?”’ I told 
him kindly 

toms were caused by the disease, 
I had expected would be the termination of his 


sickness. He calmly replied, “Then I suppose! sferion 
I told him it would,| 


this will close the scene.” 
and asked him if he was afraid to die. His an- 


swer was, “I submit cheerfully to the will of| ¥ 


Providence. .I look to Jesus Christ for salvation ; 
he is the author and finisher of my faith.” 

When he saw that dissolution was fast approach- 
ing, he called his father, and mother, his sisters, 
and brothers, and bid them all an affectionate fare- 
well. Turning to his father, he thanked him for 
his affectionate care and attention during his whole 


life. 

This he did with as much composure, as if he 
were parting with them for a short season. He 
knew that the separation could be at most but for a 
short time. 

He exclaimed, “I die in the faith of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This world is but a vain toy. Oh! 
death where is thy sting!” 

He frequently expressed his humble reliance on 
the merits of that atonement which was made for 
his sins. Not witha show of vanity and depen- 
dence on any exertion of hia own, but with a hum- 
ble dependence on his crucified Lord and Master 
whom he served. 

His last words were an attempt to repeat these 
lines. 

Oh to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let thy grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee.” 


He repeated distinctly the first part of the verse, 
but I could not clearly make out the latter but 
from some words that could be understood, the 
whole could be collected. 

Afier this effort he said, “ Christ has attained for 
me. 

He then sunk into the arms of his Lord and Mas- 
ter without a struggle, and apparently without a 


in. 
He died a few minutes before 12 o’clock. 
“ Let me die the death of the righteous, that my 
last days may be like his.” P. Pets. 


For the Presbyterian. 
OFFERINGS TO CHRIST. 


“ Tres reges Regi regum tria dona ferebant; 
Myrrham homini, uncto aurum, thure dedere Deo. 
In tria fac itidem dones pia munera Christo, 
-_Muneribus gratus si cupis esse tuis 

Pro myrrha, lacrymas; auro, cor porrige purum ; 
Pro thure, ac humili pectore funde preces.” 


When Christ the King of kings, 
His glory laid aside, 
And on the earth appeared, 
Redemption to provide ; 
Tho’ in a lowly wnanger born, 
Men of renown his train adorn ; 
The eastern Magi from afar 
Come guided by the herald star. 


In adoration bowed, 
Three gifts their homage told ; 
Three offerings they present, 
Myrrh, frankincense, and gold : 
The first, to man an offering meet, 
A balmy spice of odour sweet ; 
The la, as tribute toa king, 
The frankincense, to God they bring. 


Do thou, O ransomed soul, 
Three pious offerings yield ; 
Three gifts to Him present, 
By whom thy peace is sealed : 
And if agribute thou wouldst bring, 
Well pleasing to thy God and King, 
This is the tribute he desires— . 
The sacrifice his word requires. 


Instead of fragrant myrrh, 

penitential tears ; 
Instead of massy gold, 

A heart that ever fears 

To sin against the holy word, 
Pure and refined, and like thy*Lord ; 
Let humble prayer thine incense be, 
And Christ in glory thou shalt see. 


and affectionately that his present symp-| Athens 


Commissions on the table, viz: 
ROLL OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
I. Synod of Albany. 
PRESBYTERIES. BISHOPS. RULING ELDERS. 
— Edward L. Parker John Holmes 
ew 
1 1 
Albany Albert T. Chester Israe illiaans 
Eliphalet Nott 
Columbia 
; IT. Synod of New York. 
Hudson John J. Thompson Luther Harris 
William Blain Thos. Houston 
North River John Johnston(1) John W. Wells (1) 
ord Jacob Green Abraham Smith 
on ie Cheste Isaac Baylis 
s r Long c Ba 
New York John Goldsmith Cyrenive Beere 
John M. Krebs Gaias Fena. 
New York 2d Wm, Marshall Charles McAuley (6) 
IHL Synod of New Jersey. 
Newark 
Elizabethtown Abr’am Williamson Sam’! E. W 
David Magie(1) Jonathan ‘Townley(5) 
New Brunswick Arch’d Alexander Samuel Bayard 
Peter O. Studdiford Stacy G. Potts 
Newton Jacob T. Field Thomas McKean 
David X. Junkin Joseph Wilson 
Susquehanna John Dorrance(i) Ezra Hoyt.(2) 
Montrose 
Caledonia Isaac W. Platt (1) 
IV. Synod of Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia Ashbel Green Alex. 8 
Geo, W. Janvier Charles Woodward 
Philadelphia 2d Robert Steel Wm. M. White 
Newcast George Burrows James Kelton 
Robert P. Dubois John Long 
Wilmington 
Lewes 
Baltimore John Breckinridge John Wilson 
Carlisle Henry R. Wilson E. M. Donaldson 
Daniel McKinley J.B. Hursh 
Huntingdon James Linn Henry Lon 
umberland Isaac Grier(1) James 


V. Synod of Pittsburgh. 


Blairsville Shadrach H. Terry Samuel Marshall 


VII. Synod of Ohio. 


Thomas M. Chesnut Lewis Huber 
William Wylie David Moore 
Geo. Gordon (2) Alex’r yKnight 


VIII. Synod of Cincinnati. 


Chilicothe 

iami Robert G. Linn Cyrus Johnston 
Cincinnati J. L. Wilson (1) James Clark (1) 
Oxford Thos E. Hu Juseph Markie 
Sidney George Van Emon 


IX. Synod of Indiana. 


Salem Wm. C. Anderson James Weir 
Vincennes James Craw 
Madison , John F. Crowe 
Crawfordsville Sam’! H. MeNatt(1) 
Indianapolis David Monfort Isaac Coe (5) 
Logansport W. K. Marshall James Finlay. 
X. Synod of Illinois. 
I\linois 
Benj. F.Spilman James A. Ramsay 
Sangamon 
Ottawa 
Schuyler James M. Chase Oakey M. Hoagland 
Palestine 
Alton 
XI. Synod of Missouri. 
Missouri 
St. Louis 
St. Charles Hiram Chamberlain(1) 
XII Synod of Kentucky. 
Louisville W. L. Breckinridge Chas. S. Todd 
Muhlenburg John Lyle 
t . Bu 
J.T. Hendrick 
XIII. Synod of Virginia.. 

James Morrison Matthew Houston 
Stephen F. Cocke Frederick Johnston 
Greenbriar Joseph Brown Thomas Beard 
Winchester Sepumus Tyston Jas. H. Fi 
District of Columbia Elias Harrison (1) James McKenzie (1) 
West Hanover, ohn S. Watt Champe Carter 

Isaac Cochran Wm, G, Overton 
East Hanover Wa. S. Plumer Hugh Nelson 
Abi 

XIV. Synod of North Carolina. 
Roanoke Drury Lacy Joha Bullock 
Orange Alexander Wileon Robert Russ 
Fayeueville Hector MeLran Alexander Morrison 
Concord Daniel A. Penick John McCulloch, 
Morgantown Frederick A. Nash 

XV. Synod of Tennessee. 

Union 
Freneh Broad 
Holston Samuel H. Doak(i) George Hale.(1) 

XVI. Synod of West Tennessee. 
West 
Nashville John T. Edgar Wm. Hadley 
Shiloh 


North Alabama 
Western District Alex. A.Campbell John Johnston 


XVII. Synod of South Curolina and Georgia. 


South Carolina John L. Kennedy 
Bethel E. Bi 
Harmony R. B, Campbell Lawrence Prince 
Charicston Union Thomas Smyth Hugh Wilson 
Georgia Charles C. Jones (5) 
Hopewell Samuel S. Davis (2) 
Flint River John S. Wilson Robert A Weir. 
XVIII. Synod of Alabama. 
South Alabama Rob’t F. Witherspoon 
Tuscaloosa Daniel Baker J. R. Witherspuun, 
Tombeckbee Daniel L. Russel 
X1X. Synod of Mississippi. 
Mississippi Zebulon Butler Chas. F. MeCaleb 
Clinton F. S. Ernst (1) Johu Allsworth (1) 
Arkansas 
Louisiana Archy B, Lawrence James Beattie. 


Corresponding Bodies.— No delegates this year. 


*A figure prefixed to the name of a member shows that he 
was not enrolled by the Committee of Commissions, in their 
» report at the es the Assembly, but that he was sub- 

and took his 


uently enrol on that 
designated by the figure.) 
__ The Committee of Commissions further reported 
thdtthe Rev. Isaac Grier, of the Presbytery of 
Northumberland, is present without a commission. 
The committee further reported that commissions, 
in due form, have been presented to them by the 
following persons prese commissioners to this 
General Assembly, from Presbyteries, whose com- 
missioners to the General Assembly of 1838, aided 
or concurred in forming the secession from the 
General Assembly, which commissions and the ac- 
companying documents were submitted to the dis- 
posal of the Assembly according to the resolution 
of the last General Assembly, (Minutes, page 40,) 
for such cases made and provided; viz: 
Troy.—Wm. D. Snodgrass, D. D. Xenophon 
Hay wood. 
orth River.—John Johnston, John W. Welle. 


he | that they might now 


George K t 
Wan. D. Smith (1) Thos Henderson. (1) | and 


the sessions B 


Cincinnati.—Joshua L. Wilson, James Clarke. — 
Craw/fordsville.—Samuel K. McNutt. 
St. les.—Hiram Chamberlain. 
Holston.—Saml, H. Doxk, George Hale. 

_ Clinton.—F rederick S. Ernst, John Allsworth: 


nzie, 
_ The committee farther reported that the fullow- 
ing persons have presented commissions from new 
Presbyteries, viz: 

donig.—I\saac W. Platt. 
New n.—Jas. Robertson, John McConnel.4 
St. Clairsville—Salmoa Cowles, Matt. McCag, 
_ After the report of the Committee of Commis- 
sions had been read, the Moderator gave notice to 
such commissioners as were present, but had not 
had an opportunity of oe their commissions, 

presented to the Commit- 

tee of Commissions, 


On motion, Messra. A. Alexander, J. S. Wilson, 
and Leavitt were appointed a Committee of Elec- 
tions, to whom were referred the cases of the com- 
missioners reported but not enrolled by the Com- 
mittee of Commissions, 

And then the Assembly took a recess till this 
afternoon, at 4 o'clock. 


Thursday afternoon, 4 o'clock. 

The Assembly met. 

The Committee of Commissions the 
following additional Commissioners, viz. Rev. Da- 
vid Magie and Samuel E. Woodbridge, Ruling 
Elder, ftom the P tery of Elizabethtown; 
and Rev. John Dorrance, from the Presbytery of 
Susquehanna; who were enrolled. The Commit- 
tee of Elections made a report which was accept- 
ed as follows, viz: 

_“ That they have examined the several commis- 
sions to them referred, ‘of commissioners coming 
from minorities of Presbyteries, which have con- 
tinued the succession their a by 
their proper name and style, according to the 
provisions of Sect. 3d. of Act 1. of the last General 
Assembly, (Minutes, p. 34,)and do find them all 
duly executed. The committ#e therefore recom- 
mend that the commissioners from the following 
Presbyteries be enrolléd as members of the As- 
sembly, viz: the commissioners from the Presby- 
teries of Troy, North River, Erie, Marion, Cincin- 
nati, Crawfordsville, St. Charles, Holston, Clinton, 
District of Columbia. 

2. The committee also further report, that the 
new Presbyteries of Caledonia, in the Synod of 
New Jersey, and of New Lisbon and St. Clairs- 
ville, in the Synod of Pittsburg, have been regu- 
larly constituted by their respective Synods, as 
will be seen by reference to their minutes, and in 
accordance with the rule of the General Assembly, 
in such cases made and provided. In reference to 
these Presbyteries, the committee recommend the 
adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved.’ That the of Caledonia, 
New Lisbon, and St. Clairsville be recognized by 
the Assembly. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Isaac W. Platt, from 
the Presbytery of Caledonia, and the Rev. James 
Robertson and John McConnel, Ruling Elder from 
the Presbytery of New Lisbon, and the Rev. Sal- 
mon Cowles, and Matthew McCoy, Ruling Elder 
from the Presbytery of St. Clairsville be enrolled 
as members of this Assembly. 

The committee also report that they have re- 
ceived satisfactory evidence that the Rev. Isaac 
Grier, from the Presbytery of Northumberland, | 
who has appeared without a commission, has been 
duly appointed a commissioner to the present As- 
sembly, and accordingly recommend that his name 
be enrolled. 

The Rev. Joshua L. Wilson, D. D. was elected 
era and the Rev. Jacob Green, temporary 
clerk. 

The our was presented by the Stated Clerk 
rea 

The printed minutes of the last Assembly were 
presented and distributed to the members. 

On motion, ordered that the Permanent Clerk 
cause to be printed for the use of the Assembly 
500 copies of the roll. | 

Letters were received and read, from the Rev. 
Join Cook, Moderator of the Presbyterian Synod 
of the two Canadas, and from the commission of 
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
in connexion with the Charch of Scotland; 

On motion, ordered that the latter be printed in 
the appendix, and that a copy be allowed for publi- 
cation, as soon as practicable, in any religious paper 
that may desire it. © 

On motion of Mr. Bayard, resolved that a com- 
mittee be appointed to reply to the same. 

On motion of Dr. Nott, resolved that a commit- 
tee on the State of the Church be appointed, con- 
sisting of one member from each of the Synods 
represented in this Assembly? 

And then the Assembly adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning at 9 o'clock. | 

Concluded with prayer. 


Friday Morning, May 17th, 9 o'clock. 


The Agfsembly met and was opened with prayer. 
On motion the calling of the roll was omitted. 
The-minutes of the late session were read and 
approved. 
he Committee of Commissions reported the fol- 
lowing additional commissioners, viz: Ezra Hoyt, 

Ruling Elder from the Presbytery of Susquehanna 

and the Rev. George Gordon from the Presbytery 

of Wooster, who were enrolled. 

The committee further reported that the Rev. 
Samuel J. Davis of the Presbytery of Hopewell 
and the Rev. James Finley of the Presbytery of 
Logansport have appeared without commissions. 
These cases were referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 

The Moderator announced the following com- 
mittees, viz: | 

On Bills and Overtures—Messrs. Snodgrass, 
C. C. Beatty, Hughes, J. Morrison, Lawrence, 
a Symington, S. Marshall, Ramsay and H. 

ilson. 

Judicial Committee.—Mes:rs. H. R. Wilson, 
Wylie, Montfort, W. L. Breckinridge, A. Wilson, 
Haywood, Woodbridge, Weir and M. Houston. 

On Leave of Absence.—Messrs. Williamson, 
Chesnut, Lyle, F. Johnston and Prince. 

On Mileage.—Mess:s. Symington, Fenn, and 
Williams. 

On Devotional Exercises. Messrs. Janvier, 
Kennedy and Baylis. 

_ Oa the Narrative of the State of Religion.— 

Messrs. J. Breckinridge, Crowe, Spilman J. R. 

Alexander, and J. R. Witherspoon. 

On the State of the Church.—Messrs. Nott, 
Plumer, Studdiford, Ewing, Anderson, Chamber- 
lain, Doak, J. S. Wilson, Ernst, T. Houston, 
Woodward, Huber, C. Johnston. Hoagland, Todd, 
J. Bullock, Hadley, and R. F. Witherspoon. 

To reply to the Letter from the Commission of 
the Presbyterian Synod of Canada.—Messrs, A. 
Green, Edgar, and Bayard. 

On Synodical Records, viz : 

Albany.— Messrs. Thompson, J. Linn, and Clark. 

New York.—Mesars. Chester, Terry, a»d Moore. 

“— Jersey.—Messrs. Blain, Van Emon, and 

eard. « 

Philadelphia.—Messr:z. J. Johnston, 'R. G. Linn, 

and Ross, 

. Pittsburgh.—Meesrs. C. Long, Chase, and Mat- 

thews. 

Michigan.—Messrs. Magie, Newry, and Markle. 

Ohio.—Messrs, Goldsmith, Crawford, and Wells. 

Cincinnati.—Messra. W. Marshall, McKinley, 
and Ware. 

. Indiana.—Messre. Dorrance, W. Johnston, and 

A. Smith. 

Illinois.—Meesrs. Platt, W. D. Smith, and A. 
Morrison. 

Missouri.—Messrs. Field, Deruelle, and Mc- 
ean. 
Kentucky.—Messre. Dubois, Waggoner, and Jo- 

seph Wilson. 

Virginia.—Messrs. Grier, McNutt, and White. 

North Carolina.—-Mesars. Jeffrey, W.K. Mar- 


Princeton. Juurus. 


Erie:—David Waggoner. 
Morion.—Wm. D. Smith, Thos. Henderson. 


shall, and Kelton. 


Agnew 


Committee of Elections that 
had received satis‘actory of the 
ment uf the Rev. Samuel S. Davis, of the Presb | 
tery of Hopewell, and of James’ Finley, of the 
Presbytery -of , and recommended that 
their names be enroll The sot was adopted. 
On motion of Dr. J. Breckinr ge, | 
Resolved, That this Assembly will celebraie w 
appropriate religious the 21st day of 
instant, as the 50th anniversary of the organ 
the General Assembly of the rian Charch’ in 
the United States America, with particular refer. 
ence to the many and signal blessings and deliverances 
which God has to our beloved Church, .in 
its whole history, and especially to that recent deliver- 
ance over w we now rejoice. 
Resolved, That the exercises proposed for that oc- 
casion, be considered as coming in the stead of those 
usually performed on Wednesday afternoon. | 
_ Reaolved, That the committee on Devotional Exer- 
cises be a committee of arrangements for the anniver- 
sary aforesaid. 
On motion of Dr. Plumér, 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 

prepare an address to our churches, on the subject or 

various forms of error which spread 

ferent parts of the land. 


A communication from the Board of Trustees 
of the General Assembly, in relation to certain Je- 
gal proceedings, was received and read; and on 
notion, it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

And then the Assembly adjourned until this af- 
ternoon at 4 o’clock. 
Concluded with prayer. i 


Friday Afternoon, May 17, 4 o'clock. 
The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
On motion, ordered that the calling of the rolt 


The minutes of the last session were read and 
ap 

he mittee of Commissions reported the fol- 
lowing additional commissioners, who were en- 
rolled, viz: Rev. Edward L. Parker, and Mr. Joha 


‘Holmes, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Lon- 


donderry. 
The Moderator announced the committee to 
pare an address to the churches on the maintenance 
of doctrinal - Mesare. Plumer, A. Alex- 
ander, Montfort, Lowrie, and Todd. 
Ou motion, it was made the orJer of the day for 
to-morrow morning, to receive the Narratives from 
the Presbyteries on the state of religion. 
On-motion, the Synodical were called 
for, and ordered to be put into the hands of the 
respective committees. 


he Permanent Clerk fe that there had 
been put into his hands, the following items of ju- 
dicial business, viz: The Protest of the minority 


of’ the Synod of Cinciunati, and a complaint of A. 
D. Mitchell and others, against the Synod of Vir- 
ginia; which were referred to the Judicial Com- 
mittee. 
The annual report of the Directors of the West- 
ern Theological Seminary was presented, read and 
accepted, and referred to Messrs. J. J. Ballock, 
Tustin, Potts, and Patterson. 
The committee in relation to funds for the pay- 
ment of Professors’ salaries in the Theological -Se- 
minary at Princeton reported that they had re- 
ceived for this object during the year, from-Rev. 
James C. Barnes, of Dayton, Ohio, ten dollars. 
The Stated Clerk reported that he had recei 
100 copies of the Minutes of the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts, which were ordered to be 
distributed to the members. . 
The committee of arrangements for the Anni- 
versary exercises of Tuesday afternoon next, made 
a report, which was amended and adopted, as fol- 
lows, viz : 
1. By the Moderator of the General Assembly, 
Invocation and reading of Isaiah LX. chapter. 
2. Psalm by Dr. Edgar. 
3. Address by Dr. Green, on the prominent 
events in the history of the Presbyterian Church, 
anniversary. 

. Prayer and thanksgiving by Dr. Breckinridge. 
5. Psalm by Mr. Stl shad 
6. Address by Dr. Alexander. 
7. Prayer by Mr. Smyth. 
8. Psalm by Mr. Platt. 
9. Address by Dr. Young. 
10. Doxology and Benediction by Dr. Snodgrass, 
The subject of Presbyterian Ministers being pas 
tors of Congregational churches, referred by the 
last General Assembly, was taken up and commit- 
ted to Messrs. Green, Young, and Snowden. 
And then the Assembly adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, at 9 o’clock. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Saturday Morning, May 18th, 9 o'clock. 
The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The Minutes of the last session were read and 
approved. On motion, Resolved, 

1. That the celebration of the semi-centenary 4n- 
niversary of the organization of the General Assem- 
bly, be the order of the day for 10 o’clock, A. M. 
on Tuesday next. 

2. That the reception of the Annual reports of the 
Boards appointed by the General Assembly be made 
the order of the day as follows, viz: 


The report of the Board of Education on Wed- 
nesday next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Of the Board of Domestic Missions on Thursday 
next at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Of the Board of Foreign Missions on Friday 

next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. : 

Of the Board of Publication of Tracts and Sun- 
day a Books on Saturday next, at 10 o’clock, 
A. M. 

The Annual Report of the Directors of the 
Union Theological Seminary was presented, read, 
approved, and ordered to be printed in the Appen- 
di 


ix. 

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day, when the narratives of P teries on the 
state of religion were called for and ordered to be 
put into the hands of the Committee on the Nar- 


rative. 
The Committee on purchasing the property be- 
longing to the Seventh Church in this canon 


pointed by the last Assembly, made a report which 
was accepted, and on motion, the committee was 
discharged. 

Dr. Alexander from the committee to revise the 
Psalms and Hymns, appointed by the last Assem- 
bly, made’a report which was accepted, and on 
motion it was committed to Messrs, Edgar, Butler, 
repent for publishing 

The report of J. tham, ageht for publishi 
the arranged edition of the Psalms and Hymna, 
was presented, read, and referred to the above 

n motion, the subject of electi tes to 
corresponding bodies was taken 
ately laid on the table. 

On motion, the subject of appointing a place for 
the meeting of the next General was 
taken up and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day afternoon. 

lhe Committee on Bills and Overtures report- 
ed, Overtures Nos. 1 and 2 which were entered 
on the docket, viz; 

No. 1. From the Presbytery of Baltimore, on 
the form of admitting private members anda di- 
rectory for adult baptism. | 

No. 2. On the dismiasion of members to churches 
in connexion with the body which has lately de-. 
parted from us. 

On motion, the references from the last General 


Tennessee.—Messrs. Dunlap, Lyle, and J. Long. 


Assembly (minutes p. 46) viz: on the form of 
adinitting church members, and on the equalizs- 


at the opening of the sessions be omi nel 
otherwise ordered. 


| 


- — = — — — = 
| 
| 
| 
| South Carolina and Georgia.—Mesare. Robert- 
| son, Lacy, and Donaldson. 
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+ Monday morning, May 20th, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 

The. Minutes of the last-session were read and 
‘Committee of Bills and | 


| Overtures reported 
Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,11, 12, viz: 
. Na 8. the Synod of Philadelphia, and the 
of Carliale, in relation to the divisi 


division| 


re- 


theit formation, and asking advice as to) 7), 


ical relation. 
No. From the Presbytery of Mississippi, in 
resbyterial reports, the Missionaries of our two 
issi abbreviations. 
o 10. the of Mississippi, in rela- 
tion tothe organization of a P tery in Texas. 
No, 11. From the.Presbytery of Miami, in rela- 
tion to the office of Deacons. : 
. No, 12. From the Synod of Cincinnati, and the 
ca ga of Oxford, in relation to the subject of 
very. 
a No.6, was referred to the Committee 
State of the Church. | 
10, was referred to Messrs. Steel, Baker, 
and Beard. No. 12 was laid on the table, and Nos. 
3, 4,5, 7, 8, 9, and 11, were entered on the Docket. 
The Committee on the State of the Church made 
in part, which was accepted, and on mo- 
‘was made the ‘second order of the day for 
and it was ordered that 250 copies 
the use of the Assembly. 


be for 
he Committee on the State of the Church made 


which was accepted, and 


to 


of 


2. That the General Assembly a 


~ The communication from the Board of Trustees 
referred to in the foregoing resolutions, is as fol- 


Viz: 

The Stated Clerk made a on the subject 
of printing all the minutes of the General Assem- 
bly and of the Synods of New ‘York and Phila- 
delphia, which was accepted; whereupon it was 

ved, That the Stated Clerk be authorized to 
farnish the original minutes of the Presbyterian 
Church from its commencement, to Mr. J. Whetham, 
for the purpose of printing, if in the judgment of the 
said Clerk proper care be taken of them. 

The report of Mr. Solomon Allen, Agent for 
publishing the Assembly’s Psalms and Hymns was 

resented, read, and referred to Messrs. Edgar, 
Batler, and Hursh. 

On motion-of Dr. Alexander, 

Resolved, That this General Assembly, approvin 
the object of the American Colonization Society, an 
rejoicing in the success which by a gracious Provi- 
dence has been granted to this benevolent enterprize 
thus far, would renew the recommendation to the 
churches under their care, formerly made, to take up 
a collection to aid the funds of said Society, on or 


"about the fourth day of July, annually. 


The committee to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of Directors of the Western Theolo- 
gital Seminary made a report which was adopted 


as follows, viz : 


1. Resolved, That the report of the Board of Direc- 
tors be approved and printed in the appendix to the 
minutes. 

2. Resolved, That the sum ef $5000 be appropriated 
by the General Assembly for the current year to pay 

fessors’ salaries, and to meet other expenses of the 
Seminary. 

3. Resolved, That as this Seminary, which is the 
institution of the General Assembly of the Presbyteri- 
an Church, has received but very little pecuniary aid 
out of the bounds of the Synod of Pittsburgh, and as it 
is now labouring under embarrassinents for want of 


_ means to sustain it, it be, and it is hereby earnestly 


recommended to our churches to contribute in aid of 
its funds. 

On motion, nominations were made for Direc- 
tors of the Western Theological cae and 
the election was made the order of the day for 
Wednesday afternoon. 2 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported 
Overture No. 13, viz: from the Synod of Missis- 
sippi,.and also from the Presbytery of Tombeck- 
bee in relation to the adjustment of the line be- 
‘tween the Synods of and Alabama. 

’ On motion, No. 13, was referred to Messrs. Gor- 
be A. Campbell, H. Long, Lawrence, and J. 


itherspoon. 
On motion, Overture No. 11, was taken up and 
read, and it was oe 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Assembly, 
our Standards are sufficiently explicit on the subject of 
the office of Deacons without further directions to our 
churches. 

On motion, Overtures ‘Nos. 7 and 8, were taken 
up and read, and referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

On motion, the Committee on the State of the 
Church were instructed to take into consideration 
the case of those Presbyteries whose commission- 
ers aided in forming the secession from this body, 

min. of 1838, pp. 20, 21,) also the cases of the 

ynods of Michigan; Missouri, and Tennessee, 
of 1838, 
motion, Overture No. 3 was taken up and 
read, and indefinitely postponed. 

On motion, overture No. 5 was taken up, read, 
and referred to Messrs: Snodgrass, Penick, Russell, 
Potts and McFarren. 

On motion, overture No. 9 was taken up, read, 
and referred to Messrs. Parker, J. Johnston, and 
Rankin. 

On motion of Mr. Russell. 

- Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
a letter addressed to our con ions in re- 
lation to the state of the Church. < 

Mesars. Russell, Nash, Leavitt, and 

were appointed the committee. The com- 
mittees on the record of the Synods of Indiana and 
Virginia severally reported in favour of their being 
ed. The report was A 

The Committee on the records of the Synod of 
Missouri reported that the records had not beep put 
into their hands. The report was accepted, and 
the Committee were discharged. 

-Qn motion, the Assembly re-considered the vote 


making it the order of the day for thie afternoon to 


inta place for the next General Assembly. 
The subject was taken up ; nominations were made, 


| nurct this city, ting 
-the house by the Gonarel Assembly, nd 


it was ordered to be filed among the papers of the 


yey 
Aad the Assembly adjourned until this af- 
ternoon at 4 o'clock. 


Concluded with prayer. | 
Monday afternoon, 4 o'clock. 
The Assembly met and wasopened with prayer. 


proved. 

The Committee of Commissions reported the fol- 
lowing additional commissioners who were enroll- 
ed, viz: Rev. Charles C. Jones from the Presby- 
tery of Georgia, Mr. Isaac Coe, ruling elder, of the 
Presbytery of Indianapolis, and Mr. Jonathan Town- 
‘ek: ruling elder from the Presbytery of Elizabeth- 

n 


The Judicial Committee reported jodicial busi- 
ness Nos. 1 and 2, viz: No.1. A Protest of the 
minority of the Synod of Cincinnati against certain 
doings of said Synod ; on which the committee, at 
the request of the party most interested, recom- 
mended that leave be granted to withdraw the pa- 
per. No.2. The complaint of A. D. Metcalf and 
others against the Synod of Virginia, which the 
committee recommended to be taken up and dis- 
001 of in the order prescribed be the Book of 
iscipline. The report was adopted. 

The Committee on the records of the of 
Illinois reported in favour of their being approved. 
€ report was adopted. | 

The Committees on the records of West Ten- 
nessee and of South Carolina and —— several- 
ly reported that the respective records had not 
been put into ther hands. : 

~ Phe reports were accepted and the Committees 
discharged. 

On motion, the Assembly proceeded to the order 
of the day, viz: the report in part of the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church. 

It was moved to adopt the same, and after de- 
bate, the Assembly adjourned until to-morrow 
morning at nine o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Tuesday morning, May 21, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 

The minutes of the last session were read and 
approved. 

The Committees on the Records of the Synod of 
Alabaina and North Carolina, severally reported 
in favour of their being approved. The report was 
adopted. : 

‘I'he Committee on Overture No. 9, made a re- 
port which was adopted as follows, viz: 


Resolved, That in the Presbyterial reports, the mis- 
sionaries of the Foreign Board of Missions, be desig- 
nated by the letters Fr. m., and those of the Domestic 
Board, by the lettters p. m., and be thus entered on the 
statistical table of the General Assembly. 

The annual report of the Directors of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton was presented, read, 
and on motion, it was accepted, and ordered to be 
printed in the appendix. 

On motion, nominations were made for Direc- 
tors of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
and the election was made the order of the day for 
to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

The annual report of the ‘Trustees of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton was presented, read, 
and on motion, it was accepted, and ordered to be 
printed in the appendix. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the sum of seven thousand three 
hundred dollars be appropriated for the payment of 
salaries of professors in the Theological Seminary at 
Princeton. 

The Committee on the Records ofthe .Synod of 
Tennessee, reported that they had not been put 
into their hands. The report was accepted and 
the committee was discharged. 

On motion, the unfinished business of yesterday, 
viz. the report of the Committee on the State of 
the Church, was resumed, and further considered. 
After debate, the Assembly proceeded to the order 
of the day, and attended upon the religious exerci- 
ses prescribed for the celebration of the Semi-Cen- 
tenary Anniversary of the organization of the Ge- 
nera]l Assembly, of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. 

After the religious exercises, the unfinished bu- 
siness was resumed, when, on motion, the report 
was re-committed to the Committee on the State 
of the Church, and Mr. William Le Breckinridge 
was added tothe committee. 

And then the Assembly adjourned: until this af- 
ternoon at 4 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 


Tuesday afternoon, 4 o'clock. 
The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last wession were read and 
The Committee of Commissions reported dn ad- 
_ ditional Commissioner, who was enrolled, viz: Mr. 
Charles McAuley, ruling:elder from. the 2d Pres- 
bytery of New York, 
The Committee on the:State of the Church again 
reported in part. Their report was accepted, and 
adopted, and is as follows; viz: 


Be it Resolved by the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of America, 

1. That this body considers itself and the Church at 
large, bound, as bot pave been, not only willing, but 
desirous to adjust all elaims against the corporate pro- 
perty of the Church, wheter lage or equitable, in the 
most prompt, fair, and liberal manner. 

2. That this is especially the case tuuching any 
claims which may exist on the part of the four Synods 
of Utica, Geneva, Genesee, and Western Reserve, de- 
clared in 1837 to be no part of the Presbyterian Church: 


in 1838; or on the part of any body constituted put of 
the whole or any part of these elements. _ And that in 
regard to all and each of these bodies and persons, the 
Assembly will faithfully adhere. to any, pledge or pro- 
mise, express or implied, which it,can jys be con- 
strued ever to have made, and will fulfil every éxpee- 
tation which it knowingly.allowed to be cherishéd."' 

3. The Trustees of the;Assembly are hereby autho- 
rized and requested to do on the part of this Assembly, 
should occasion offer, whatever. is lawful, competent, 
and equitable in the premises, conformable to the prin- 
ci and in the manner heretofore laid down in the 
minutes of this Assemblies for 1837 and 1838, so far 
as relates to the corporate property of’ the Church, or 
any equities springing out of the same. | ': 

4. With reference to all institutions, corporations, 
congregations, and other public persons or bodies in’ 
connexion with us, but holding property for ecclesias- 
tical purposes or for religious and benevolent uses, 
which property is not subject to the control of the As. 
sembly, although the said persons, institntions or:-con- 
gregations may be—in all such cases where difficul, 
ties relating to property have arisen or shall arise, :in 
consequence of the long and painful disorders and di-, 
visions in our church, we advise all our members and 
friends to act on the general principles heretofore laid 
down, and with the spirit of candour, forbearance, and 
equity which has dictated this act. 

5. The Assembly reiterates the declaration that its 
chief desire, on all this part of our church troubles, is 
to do even and ready justice to and between all persons 
and interests over whtch it has any control or in regard 
to which it has any duty to perform.” 


The Committee on the state of the Church 
made a further report which was accepted, and it 
was moved to adopt the same. After debate, it 
was moved to postpone indefinitely, and after de- 
bate, 

The Assembly adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock. 

Concluded wit! prayer. 


WESLEYAN CENTENARY. 


Up to the Ist of April the centenary fund had 
reached £192,000—@852,480. The new Wesley- 
dn mission ship is named the Triton, one hundred 
and twenty-five tons burthen, and is expected to 
take her departure from Bristol, Eng, about the 
Ist of July. She will be chiefly employed in con- 
veying missionaries end stores between the colo- 
nies of New South Wales and Van Dieman’s 
Land, and the Friendly Islands, and Fe 


and it wes 


th 
other groups and Islands of the great South Pacific 


> 


or on the part of those who seceded from the Church |. 
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pearance in our columns, has been duly secured. 

This they were willing to do in 1837, and are 
atill willing to do. I now to show you, 
gentlemen, what they have actually done, how 
they did it, and by what authority. { know that 
you are tired of these details ; and I am ashamed of 
being obliged to tax farther your patience. What 
we, have done is the very thing so nearly agreed 
wpon between the two parties. First, however, I 


been used on the other side for effect, to prejudice 
you against my clients. The learned counsel has 
supposed, according no doubt to bis instructions, 
that the gentlemen of the Old-school came up to 
the Assembly of 1837, pre-determined to exscind 
a portion of their brethren, and thus to insure a 
vote, on certain points, agreeable to their own 
views. He would have you believe that they had 
entered into a plot, a conspiracy, to secure to them- 
selves a decided majority. This is a great mis- 
take-—-the very reverse of the real facie, as the 
documents in evidence themselves clearly show. 
How greatly has my learned friend mistaken our 
views and intentions. We were the ones to pro- 
pose the appointment of the joint committee of five 
from each party : the proposition for an amicable ad- 
justment of all matters in dispute came from us. By 
the refusal of the New-school toaccede toany terms 
of division, we were driven to the wall, we were 
compelled to adopt the measures of excision. May 
we not rather say that our opponents, had formed 
a conspiracy, when, professing to a¢quiesce in a 
peaceful — they could not be brought to 
any terms of conrpromise? But,we will rather sup- 
pose, that the plan for division failed, simply be- 
cause both parties could not see the same things 
in the same point of view. 

When this expedient for restoring peace had 
failed, another proposition was made by the Old- 
school, and these successive but ineffectual attempts 
on our part show clearly the absence of any con- 
spiracy, or covert design. This proposition was 
the same afierwards made by our 
citation of certain judicatories for trial a 
the General Assembly. It was carried; but, 
strange as it may seem, though they now say that 
this was the only constitutional method of dealing 
with the recusant Synods, for their departure from 
our Confession of Faith, and Form of Government, 
every New-school man voted against it—it was a 
pure party vote. Every man of them, though they 
had acknowledged that “ difference of view in re- 
lation to important points of Church policy and 
action, as well as theological opinion,” had been 
found to exist—though they had acknowledged this 
on the record; and though now they contend that 
citation would have been the right measure— 
every man voted against the process of citation. I 
hold in my hand a list of the yeas and nays, from 
which this fact is apparent. In what situation 
were these gentlemen to try the judicatories to be 
cited? They who were to sit in judgment had al- 
ready prejudged the case. By what mode could 
we hope to enforce the laws of the Church? The 
farce of a trial had already been gone through with. 


faith, so great that a division of the Church was 
“of vital importance to the best interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom,” nevertheless refused to 
subject themselves to trial, or ecclesiastical cen- 
sure. And who were to try them! ‘They them- 
selves. What would have been done, if the judi- 
catories cited had not attended, had refused to 
obey the citation? The Assembly must then have 
proceeded against them fur contumacy. They 
would have yet stood out against its decrees, sup- 
ported in their insubordination by a powerful mi- 
nority in that body, and would have defied all pro- 
cess. The case could never have been tried upon 
its merits. Something like this had before been 
experienced in the case of Mr. Barnes. The ma- 
jority eaw the danger of being entirely foiled in 
their purpose ; and even if they should not be ulti- 
mately foiled, the difficulties to be overcome, the 
excitement, the party contention and violence, the 
confusion and discord, which such proceedings 
must inevitably produce. But the other party had 
all opposed the citation, and this should have for- 
ever closed their mouths. 

What was the next best mode of proceeding? 
The act of excision. It was the only mode left by 
which the purpose could be effected. . 

“ Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica, 1. That in consequence of the abrogation by 
this Assembly of the Plan of Union of 1801, be- 
tween it and the General Association of Connecti- 
cut, as utterly unconstitutional, and therefore nul] 
and void from the beginning, the Synods of Utica, 
Geneva, and Genesee, which were furmed and at- 
tached to:this body under and in execution of said 
‘Plan of Union,’ be, and are hereby declared to be 
out of the ecclesiastical connexion of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of the United States of America, and 
that they are not in form or in fact an integral por- 
tion of said Church.” 

This is the celebrated act, called the “ act of ex- 
cision.” These Synods were “ declared to be out 
of the ecclesiastical connexion of the Presbyterian 
Church,” and were hereby excluded. ‘The “ Plan 
‘of Union” had before been pronounced unconstitu- 
‘tional and void, and, now, all the bodies that had 

town up under it, fell with it to the ground. 

aving already passed the act of excision, the As- 
sembly merely declared by this resolution, what 
was the necessary consequence of the abrogation 
of the “ Plan”—that the Synods formed in execu- 
tion of it, were, as Church judicatories, dissolved. 
This act was merely declarative. But it is most 
important that you should observe the reservations. 
Our pent would have you believe that it was 
a bloody and’ Draconic sentence—a sentence of 
temporal and ‘spiritual excommunication. They 
make a great parade of words. ’ 
these brethren -have been, turned out bf our com- 
+manion, aid marked withthe stigma of heresy. 
There is nothing like all this porns’ in the imagi- 
nation of the parties concerned. ‘We didnot harm 
a‘hair on the head of one individual, in all the wide 
eXtent of...territory embraced in the four Synods. 
Not only~ soy: but.we provided caréfillly for each 
one’s case: we shielded them all effectually from 
harm. By this proceeding,,wag pot the situation of 
a single man made worse .by the tithe.of,a hair. 
Read the following resolutions: -., . 

“2. That the solicitnde of this Assembly on the 
whole subject, and its ‘urgeney ‘for thé itambediate 


decision of it, are greatly increased by reason of 
the grogs disorders which are 't8 have 
(ai well as that Uf the 


in those Synods, (a8 well as 
Western Reserve, against which a declarati¥e re- 
solution, similar to the first of these, has pass- 
ed during our pregeht sessidns,) it beirig tnade clear 
to us, that even, the ‘Plan'of Union itself was never 
consistently carried into éffect by those professing 

, *3.- That the, General Assembly has no inten- 
tion, by, these resolutions, or by that passed in the 
case of the Synod of the Westetn’ Reserve, to 
affect in any, way the ministerial standing of any 
of said ; nor to disturb 
the pastoral, relation in any'Church ; nor to inter- 
fere with OF ations of private Chris- 
tians in their respective congregations; but only 
to declare and detettaine according to the truth 


authority existing in it for that purpose, the rela- 
tion of all said Synods, and al! their constituent 
parts to this body, and to the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States. 

“4, That inasmuch as there are reported to be 
several churches and ministers, if not one or two 
Presbyteries, now in connexion with one or more 
of said Synods, whic strictly Presbyterian in 
doctrine and order, be it, therefore, further resolved, 
that all such churches and ministers as wish to 
unite with us, are hereby directed to apply for ad- 
mission into those Presbyteries belonging to our 
connexion which are most convenient to their re- 
spective locations; and that any such Presbytery 
as aforesaid, being strictly Presbyterian in doctrine 
and order, and now in connexion with either of 
said Synods, as may desire to unite with us, are 
hereby directed to make application, with a full 


sembly, which will take proper order thereon” 
These resolutions preserved the rights of every 
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must dispose of a preliminary matter which has/ you 


t the bar 


Our opponents, while acknowledging differences of 


They allege, that| 


and necessity of ‘the case, and by virtue of the full) 


statement of their cases, to the next General As- 4 


- The “ Plan-of Union had 
been i It bad been shown, 
re manner, and now they were “ The 
is a defect in your title, and we desire that you 
should remedy that defect.” Was there an 
wrong in thie; or was it a captious direction! It 
was as if it had been said to the members of the 
four Synods, as private men, “ There is a flaw in 
the instrument by which your ecclesiastical privi- 
] are secured; there is a link in the chain of 
title defective. Go and have the instrument re- 
néwed.” Or, “ Fellow corporators, I perceive that 
there was an error in the mode of your admission : 
had better remedy the evil.” Or, “ Your 
ecclesiastical bodies were established by mistake; 
aill we do not wish to cut you off at one ruthless 
blow. We desire that you should perfect your 
title, for your own happiness.” Even if we were 
wrong, had we any evil design, in thus remitting 
them back to their original state, that they might 
be nized anew in a constitutional way ! 
Gentlemen tell us that all the Presbyteries be- 
longing to the four Synods were regularly consti- 
tuted. What then prevents their joining some 
other Synods according to the provisions of the 
act of 1837? Let them come and show that they 
ate strictly Presbyterian, and they will be admit- 
ted. Many of them do differ from us in faith, ac- 
cording to their own showing: those who do not 
may at any time return, our arms are open to re- 
ceive them. The mode has been pointed out; and 
is it a Christian-like proceeding for them to raise 
this clamour, under pretext of their exclusion, 
when a door has been opened by which all who 
are really Presbyterians may freely enter? We 
maintain that it is impossible for them to prove 
themselves such. They cannot say that they are 
Presbyterians: if they could they would. If they 
could they were bound not to separate from us. 
But their bane is, ** Stand back: we will not 
degrade ourselves by returning in the manner 
prescribed. We. scorn to submit to the discipline 
ofthe Church. We will not say that we are Pres- 
byterians. If Presbyterians were as thick as black- 
berries, we would not give one upon compulsion. 
They cannot say that they are Presbyterians. 
Ttey have already admitted differences in’ point of 
doctrine and of discipline: they cannot come back, 
and declare that they belong to the Church. . 
Such, gentlemen, is the mode provided by the 
Old-school for the restoration of those who com- 
plain of being cut off, and such is the temper mani- 
fested by both parties. Those Synods which had 
come in under the operation of the “Plan of 
Union,” were dissolved, that their original ele- 
ments might in unite and form Presbyteries 
regularly organized. Does not this appear to you 
a most cruel and outrageous act? Does it not dis- 
pay a most violent, Jawless, and vindictive tem- 
* Mow, may it please your Honour, what power 
had the Assembly to do this? In 1837, the New- 
school party admitted that these Presbyteries had 
come in under the “ Plan of Union,” and appealed 
to that plan as a justification. The churches of 
which they were composed, had, many of them, 
been formed by virtue of it, and others were form- 
ing up to the time of the excision, or have been 
established since, in the same way. That they 
had been admitted in execution of the plan 
was declared on both sides, and the excision was 
but the legitimate consequence of the repeal. 
These four Synods situated in the western part 
of the State of New-York, and in Ohio, embraced 
a tract of country which in 1801 was a wild, un- 
setled frontier. It was not then filled, as it now is, 
with the hum of men: scarcely a single trace of ci- 
viiization marked the farspreading wilderness. And 
so it continued -certainly down to the period of the 
last war. At that time the whole region was an 
untamed furest, excepting perhaps a few scattered 
hainlets. He who rides over that country at the 
present day, can hardly imagine the changes 
which the few intervening years have wrought. 
The city of Rochester seems to have sprung up as 
it- were since yesterday: itis not of so old a bie 
as the “ Plan of Union.” Christians of different 
denominations were anxious that the benign influ- 
ence of the blessed religion of the cross should be 
shed upon the wandering, passing population of 
these wide forests, a heterogeneous mass of people 
connected in an informal and irregular state of 
society. On one side was the Presbyterian Church, 
with Philadelphia as the centre of its organization : 
on the other side the General Association of Con- 
necticut; and between the two was this extended 
wilderness, a spiritual waste, into which mission- 
aries both Presbyterian and Congregationalist, 
were from time to time sent forth. The two de- 
nominations were here mingled: it was impossible 
to establish a distinct church of either sect. The 
Association of Connecticut therefore on the one 
side, and the General Assembly on the other, en- 
tered into an agreement in regard to this vast field 
of labour, and adopted the “ Plan of Union,” which 
has such an important bearing upon the present 
case. The first proposal did not however come 
from Philadelphia; but the Association of Con- 
necticut, being nearest to the fivld of mission- 
ary enterprise, sent delegates to the Assem- 
bly, and through them proposed to that body 
the adoption of a plan of union, which should 
foster the holy doctrines of Christianity, and the 
blessings of peace and harmony, and extend the 
— of the benign charities of the Church. 
is proposal struck the members of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, then recently organized, as wise 
and benevolent, and they immediately entered 
into an agreement intended, however, for congre- 
gétions in that desolate section only. It wasagreed 
that the members of one sect might act officially 
with the members of the other, on certain terms. 
It was not proposed, indeed, to form in these new 
settlements a complete Presbyterian or Congrega- 
tional church organization. ‘I'he means of public 
worship only were to be afforded, without the es- 
tablishment of any ecclesiastical system ; the plan 
being intended only as a temporary expedient for 
the new settlements, and the two sects being ex- 
pected to separate, as soon as each should have in- 
creased sufficiently to meet the exigencies of inde- 
pendent existence and regular organization. The 
plan authorized a Presbyterian church to call a 
Congregational pastor, and a Congregational 
church, a Presbyterian pastor—the whole_code, 
indeed, was appropriate to the region for which it 
had been framed, and, on its face was intended 
only for that section of country, and the parti- 
cular state of society which existed there at that 
time, providing, as it did, for the worship of God in 
an anomalous manner. The plan itself did not con- 
template the formation of any Presbyteries, or Sy- 
nods out of these mixed materials: all such organi- 
zations were cautiously avoided; because the As- 
sembly could not by virtue of its delegated authori- 
ty, nor had the fathers of the Church any inclina- 
tion to uproot and destroy the whole Presbyterian 
system. Congregationalists were not to be govern- 
ed by Presbyterians, nor Presbyterians by Congre- 
gationalists. The moment that Congregationalists 
had been allowed to organize themselves in Pres- 
byteries and Synods connected with us, there would 
have been a dissolution of our Church, and a reor- 
ganization—the production of a mule by unnatural 
copulation. Therefore it was not intended that 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists should thus 
unite; but, gentlemen, the intention of those who 
draw an instrument has frequently very little in- 
fluence upon the effects produced by it. Who 
that writes a constitution to day can tell what con- 
struction it will wear in a few years, or even 
months. No matter what hfs intention may be, by 
intendment of laws, and the restless working of 
human ingenuity, the instrument may, from its in- 
herent defects, be diverted entirely from its origi- 
nal purpose. In those waste places of the Church 
was established an anomalous system of worship, 
under which peace and harmogg fur many years 
reigned ; but it suited only the scattered and tran- 
sitory population of the new settlements. It was 
not intended for a thickly peopled region, and it 
was always supposed that when the two distinct 
sects should each become sufficiently numerous for 


tion, they would no longer worship at the same al- 
tar, and adhere to the same form of ecclesiastical 
rule; but would separate, appealing and becoming 
subordinate each to its respective head. 


_ Here the jury were allowed a recess of ten _mi- 
nutes. 
(To be concluded next week.) 
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Tramus— Three Dollars if paid within six months, or 
Two Dollars and Fifty Cents in advance. 

To Coraesponpents.—We have on our table 
several excellent communications on the state of 
the Church, the publication of which would not 
now be appropriate from the favourable change 
which has occurred in the state of our affairs. 
We have also thought it to be unnecessary to pub- 
lish the proceedings of Presbyteries relating to the 
verdict, which we have received since the rever- 
sal by the higher court. 

Numeers.—On the New-school roll one hun- 
dred and forty-five names appear. On the roll of 
the General Assembly there are one hundred and 
sixty-seven names. 


Jupee Rooers’ Cuarce.—We publish to-day 
this singular document, and our readers may com- 
pare it with the dispassionate decision of the Court 
in Bank. : 


Century Ceresration.—On Tuesday the 
2ist of May, instant, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church celebrated with appropriate re- 
ligious solemnities, the fiftieth anniversary of their 
organization. ‘The meeting was opened with invo- 
cation by Joshua L. Wilson, D.D., Moderator of 
the Assembly, prayer was offered by Dr. Breckin- 
ridge, and Rev. Mr. Smyth, of Charleston, and 
addresses were delivered by Doctors Green, 
Alexander, and Young, of «Kentucky. The 
services were refreshing and edifying, and were 
alike calculated to rejoice and humble. 

Dr. Green, bending under the weight of years, or 
as he himgelf expressed it, “like a solitary tree left 
standing, where once a forest stood, which had now 
been swept away,” read a historical sketch of the 
Church, from the organization of the General As- 
sembly in 1789; in which he noted its great and 
remarkable increase during the last half century, 
in the number of its clergy, churches, and mem- 
bers; in the formation and enlargement of its eccle- 
siastical Boards; and in the establishment and suc- 
cess of its Theological Seminaries. He dwelt 
also on the signal manifestations of the Divine fa- 
vour to the Church, and particularly in its deliver- 
ances from situations adverse to its spiritual pros- 
perity. The sketch was prepared on brief, notice, 
but we hope to have the pleasure of laying it be- 
fore our readers at a future time. 

The address of Dr. Alexander was brief, but 
spirited. He said in substance—The great good- 
ness of the Lord was calculated to awaken joyful 
emotions. The evidences of this goodness were 
strewed around us, above us, and within us, and we 
were called upon to manifest the same glad feel- 
ings which filled the lips of angels with praise, as 
they beheld the glorious works of God. By a 
Divine appointment, pleasure is always connected 
with the performance of duty, and although the 
indulgence of sinful and irregular desires might 
produce pleasure, yet it was not comparable with 
that which sprang from the legitimate exercises of 
the heartin praising God. The Lord has required 
us not only to rejoice, but to rejoice always, and re- 
ligion demands that our joy should be holy. Even 
under a former and more burdensome dispensation, 
this was the duty of God’s servants; ‘and then 
shall ye eat before the Lord your God, and ye 
shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye 
and your households, wherein the Lord thy God 
hath blessed thee.”” When the blessings on Isra- 
el were recounted, Zebulon was called to rejoice, 
and when Solomon was dedicating the temple, he 
made it a season of solemn rejoicing. The 
Psalms of David abound with exhortations to the 
same duty. 

Bat not only was this the duty of the Church 
under a former dispensation, but itis more peculi- 
arly suitable to the Christian Church, which is call- 
ed, under its rich blessings, to rejoice evermore. 
Such is the duty incumbent on us this day. We 
are to rejoice not in the might of men, nor in the 
multitude of riches, nor in any things merely ex- 
ternal, but in the Lord. 

Joy is not an independent emotion, but is the 
result of accomplished desire. It is various in 
its forms, and rises through its gradations, until 
it reaches its perfection in joy inthe Lord. To be 
filled with this is true happiness. This is the 
characteristic of heaven. 

It is an emotion also awakened by regaining 
what had been lost. The woman did not rejoice 
over her piece of money before she had lost it; 
but when it had been found, after it had been lost, 
she called for her neighbours to come and rejoice 
with her. So the father of the prodigal, scarce 
can restrain the excess of his joy in embracing his 
son who was lost, but is found. When good 
comes unexpectedly, joyful feelings are excited, 
and is increased in proportion to the surprise; even 
instances are known, in which, under these circum- 
stances, it has overthrown reason and caused 
death. 

Physical motion is produced by the action of 
antagonist muscles, and so the soul is affected by 
antagonist emotions; thus when the mind is ope- 
rated upon by the dread or apprehension of evil, 
it is powerfully influenced by joy, when deliver- 
ance is effected. 

There can be no greater practical error than to 
separate pleasure from religion ; joy is a part of 
religion, and it is our privilege to rejoice, but only 
in the Lord. Where there is a danger of excess, 
or of suffering the joy of our heart to degenerate 
into proud boastings, we shonld exercise caution, 
and revert to the true principle, by turning the 
mind to God, who is the only fountain of real joy; 
we should study his attributes; we should glory 
in his goodness ; we should rejoice in his govern- 
ment—the Lotd reigneth, let the people rejoice. 

There is a joy of salvation, and that not only in- 
cludes all temporal deliverances effected by the 
interposition of the Divine Providence, but that. 
g'orious and final deliverance which secures the 
eternal salvation ofthe 

A holy joy.is.nearly akin to gratitude, and is 
properly accompanied with humility. Thesa so 
far from being’ inconsistent are often fouhd simulta- 
neous. Look at him who has prostrated himself 
at the feet of the Saviour for mercy! You find in 
him a blending of joy and humility; the one is 
full .as he beholds the Saviour he has found, and 
the other is manifested by the floods which break ' 
forth from the fountains of his tears,’ When God 


‘ 


od 
sends, as he has sent.to us, deliverance, we should 
neither harden ourselves in ingratitude or be puff- 
ed up with vain boasting’. Contrition and joy 
should go ip company, @kd\yhe heart should be di- 
-vested'. off gelfith feeling. The blessed example 
of Jesus is worthy of our imitation under present 
circumstances. ‘To those who opposed him he did 
not answer reviling with reviling; and so we 
should subdue every vindictive feeling, and under 


the spirit, and let our souls flow out to God for all 
his recent mercies. 

The Rev, Dr. Young remarked: That there 
was perhaps no daty which so little engaged our 
attention as thankfulness to God. The very copi- 
ousness with which the divine mercies are shower- 
ed upon us seems to lead us to disregard their origin. - 
We are so accustomed to personal, family, eccle- 
siastical, and national mercies, as to forget what 
is due to the kindness of the Lord, It is well for 
us to give thanks to God, but it is far better to feel 
them in our hearts, for it is one thing to observe 
the form, and another to have the feeling. Our 
rejoicing at the present time may be obnoxious to 
the charge of sectarian and selfish feeling, never- 
theless we should be thankful to God for what he 
may have done for our families, our nation, and our 
Church. It is pleasant to look back through a 
period of 1800 years; then one city contained all 
the disciples of the Lord, now they are spread 
over many nations; then they convened in a single 
chamber, now they make their offerings to God in 
countless temples; then they were but 120, now 
they are millions! This is a delightful contrast, 
and we may rejoice in these manifestations of the 
divine goodness. How peculiar are the mercies 
of God to us now! we should commemorate their 
exceeding greatness by devout gratitude. When 
Israel celebrated the goodness of the Lord, they 
were accustomed to recount his mercies, and when 
the acts of his goodness rise up before our eyes 
our thanks should flow forth. 

Our deliverances have been great and many, 
and it is only a part of these, that we now have a 
large and pure Church. To this alone our atten- 
tion should not be confined, for God may purge the 
Charch of heresy, and still from other causes it 
may be a putrifying Church. ‘Mainly should we 
regard that constant stream of mercies which has 
been flowing in upon us. Not only should we re- 
joice in an extended Church, but in the fact, that 
there are this day multitudes in heaven, the bright- 
est gems of earth, the beloved of our hearts, who 
owe their salvation, their happy deliverance, to the 
means put in operation by this Church. We can 
count many on earth, but more in paradise, and 
over this we rejoice and give thanks. Once we 
were like Jacob as he passed over Jordan only 
with his staff, and now like him we have become 
two bands. But in such cireomstances there is 
danger of indulging sinful feeling, Where the 
deliverance is manifestly the power of God, as the 
divine interposition at the Red Sea, there is com- 
paratively little danger that we should be puffed 
up; but when we can claim a certain instrumen- 
tality, the danger is more imminent. Amidst such 
a religious festivity as this, we should be abased 
under a sense of our sin which has prevented far 
more glorious manifestations. Oh, how much 
more mighty and more extended would our mer- 
cies have been had we been mote holy and ener- 
getic. 

This is a season which calls for humility. In 
the structure of our Church, a great confederated 
organization, in which the various parts obtain mu- 
tual strength, there is danger that we should be 
proud of our benevolent operations, our flourishing 
institutions, and our high distinction, There is, 
too, in an organizatian Jike ours, a peculiar danger, 
lest we should be tempted by the infirmities of a 
sinful nature, to become the seekers after power. 
What can be more impious than to make the 
Church a stepping stone to ambition; for poor 
paltry worms of the dust, to desecrate, as did Bel- 
shazzar, the vessels of the Lord’s house! and yet 
there is a strong tendency to this abuse. It was 
the spirit which our Lord rebuked, when he said 
let him that would be greatest, be the least. When 
such aspirations arise, they should be crushed, if 
we would obey Christ. | 

There is another consideration. We are ostensi- 
bly met to arrange and settle plans for doing good. 
Differences of sentiment wil] arise, and sometimes 
contests, which the world brands as more con- 
temptible than political strifes, Im this they 
make not due allowance. From our situation we 
are less accustomed to contradiction than others, 
and hence perhaps are more easily excitable; bat 
when every allowance is made, there are many 
wrong feelings which should be condemned, and 
especial caution should be used lest Uzziah’s 
curse should be incurred, The true remedy for 
this is, that instead of aiming to strike down an ad- 
versary, each should esteem others better than 
himself. Such causes are always in operation, and 
afford oceasion for those who are the servants of 
God to accumulate sin. Amidst the blessings of 
God is his forbearance to us, how then should we 
forbear with one another! If we expect the Lord 
to deal kindly with us, we must deal kindly with 
one another. 

This is the 50th anniversary of our organization, 
and it is connected with a recent separation from a 
large body which once acted with us. For the 
separation we should be thankful; and yet there 
is much to mourn over; things have been said and 
done which are not to be approved; and even we 
who have been most distant from the scene of re- 
cent strife, have occasion to regret much that we 
have felt. During a nine years’ controversy, our 
energies have been strang to the highest pitch ; and 
now shall this energy die? shall it not be directed 
into other channels? With the old Roman we 
should remember, that the arts of peace flourish 
after war, and our powers should now be employ- 
ed in struggling to spread the blessings of the gos- 
pel. The field is extended, and if we properly 
occupy it with our awakened energies, none can 
tell the great things which may be accomplished 
before another 50 years shall have passed. 


Tue Opinion or THe Supreme Court.—The 
very moderate strictures in which we indulged on 
the charge of Judge Rogers, were characterized 
by the New-school press as a treasonable assault 
on “the powers that be,’”? and various homilies 
were read to us on the duty of submission to au- 
thority. Cireumstances, however, have altered 
the case, and sow the same presses are attacking 
with virulence the whole Bench of Judges, because 
they dared to give an opinion against the cause 
they espouse. It was a grievous offence to inti- 
mate that a single judge had erred, but it is now 
quite right to‘ stigmatize a whole Bench! might 
we not retort, where are the law abiding citizens? 

One statement, openly made in the New-school 
Assembly, and since published in their principal 
‘papers, demands a particular notice. It is, that 
the opinion of the Supreme Court, as published 
first in the Presbyterian, is not authentic, and 
therefore should have no weight! This is a seri- 
ous charge, and to rebut it, we simply state that it 
is a literal copy from the original manuscript as it 
came out of Chief Justice Gibson’s hands within 


an hour after it was delivered by him from the . 


bench. We fear no denial of this fact. As we 
wish to cunceal nothing on the subject, we readily 
mention, however, that the court fell into an unim- 


present deliverance should rejoice fervently and in 


> 


portant error, and one which did not, in the slight- 
est degree, affect a single. 


ge 


principle insisted — 
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.. was received from the Inspectors 
4 of Raster: State Penitentiary of Pennsylvania 
ernoon at 4 o'clock. 
then the Assembly adjourned until Monday | 
with prayer. = | 
a 
of the Synod af Ppiladelpaia, , 
s _ No.4 From the Synod of Philadelphia, in rela- 
~ Presbyterian Tract and Sabbath-school 
2 No. 5. From the Synod of Philadelphia, and the . 
= No. 6 From a convention of ministers in the 
3 Synod of Missouri, asking advice. 
No. 7. From the Presbytery of Peoria, reporting | 
y their formation, and requesting to be recognized. 
* No. 8. From the Presbytery of Ogdensburg, mm | 
| 
\ 
| 
| | 
| 
. | @further report, adopted | 
: The Committee on the State of the Church, 
whom was referred the report of the Trustees | 
x the General Assembly, in reference to the steps ) 
taken by them in defending the suits brought | 
against them and others, by those who have gone | 
| out from us, beg leave to report the following reso- | | " 
lutions for the adoption of the Genera! Assembly. | 
1... That the report of the Trustees be copied 
4 irito the minutes. 
prove and 
fy.what has been done by their ‘l'rustees in the : 
premises. 
| 3. That the-Trustees be, and they are hereby in- 
structed to continue to take such measures as may 
be necessary to bring the said suits toa close; and 
| that the faith of the churches in connnexion with ' 
the General Assembly, be, and it is hereby renew- ; 
q edly pledged to indemnify them. | 
; t all Presbyteries in our connexion, who j 
, have not already done so, be,and they are hereby | 
requested to take such steps.as may be necessary 
to raise their respective pypportions of the expen- 
ses which have been incurred, or which may still 
3 be incurred by the Trustees in bringing the whole , 
3 4 matter to a final issue. | 
| | 
| 
| 
= | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
J 
| 
3 | | { 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| | 4 
| | 
4 
| 
q 
Reoolved, That the next General Assembly be re-| Ocean. | 


- wpogin the dec’sion, in saying that Mr. Cleaveland 


. peaders that they need not entertain the slightest 


better prospect of succe#s, Of the mode in which 
{Caesar is now to be appealed te, we know nothing 


- ~ 1739 or °40. ‘Hie Sermon on the Moravians. His 


. form.as where these books can be obtained, he 


‘ tract from a correspondent in the New York Evan- 


_ first page, was dirécted by the commission of the 


» Bloomsbargh, Columbia county, Pa., by the Pres- 


_with ruin to others, and that may be a source of 


- at the church on Washington Square, Philadelphia. 


-thousand dollars; but as the prices are very low, 


the west and south have met with encouraging 


ei 


wasmot an eprolied member of the Assembly ; 
but this etror- was iromediatel ye rectified by the 
Judge himse}f, before we received the manuscript 


fally aware that the Judges would, from prejudice, 
it io intimated, decide against them ; we 
have their printed declarations to within a day or 
4wo of the décision, in which they assure their 


epprebension of a reversal. | 
Hopes and promises are now held out to the 


party, that there will be renewed litigation, with a 


 Norice.—We are desirous of procuring either 


by porchase, or a8.2 loan, copies of the following 


‘works. Gilbert Tennent’s Sermon on an Uncon- 
verted Ministry, preached at Nottingham about 


Remarks on the Protest of the Synod of Philedel- 
phis. The Declaration of the Presbytery of New 
‘Branswick, 1741. If any of our readers-can in- 


‘will confer a favour by sending the information to 
this office. We should be very glad to have any 
traets throwing light on the history of our Church 
from 1741 to the formation of the General Assem- 
bly, which any of our friends may be disposed to 
lend. 


Culnoes.—The following ex- 


gelist, shows what were the intentions of the New- 
school party, if their hopes in relation to the legal 
decision liad been fully realized. It was dictated 
on the announcement of -the verdict. | 

“It befits us as constitutional Presbyterians, to 
watch and ——— We _ guard against at- 
tempting to e too many and too great a 
making some changes, that more are required by 
the pe Hae of Zion, it will be much easier to 
make them, than to retrace our steps after having 
proceeded too far in the work of innovation.” 

Canavan letter on our 


_ Presbyterian Synod of Canada, to the General 
Assembly, now in session in Philadelphia, and we 
have, without delay, presented it to our readers. 
The tone of it is excellent, and when read ‘before 
the Assembly, it was listened to with much atten- 
tion and pleasure. The gratification derived from 
ah epistle so kind and fraternal, was enhanced 
by the consideration, that it was a remembrance 
of us by-distart friends, under circumstances, 
which caused many pretended friends, nearer 
home, to stand aloof from us. It will afford our 
brethren in Canada, sincere pleasure, we doubt 
not, to learn that the dark cloud which hung over 
our Church has been in a great measure dissipa- 
ted. 


—— 


Tue Canapian CuaisTIAN EXAMINER AND PrEs- 
BYTERtAN MAGazine.—T his is the title of a new pe- 
riodical, published at Niagara, Upper Canada, the 
first‘numbers of which we have received. It is 
in pamphlet form, and appears to us to be ably 
conducted. We wish it success. 

EccriesiasticaL.—Mr. David J. Waller was 
ordained to the work of the Gospel ministry, and 
installed pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 


bytery of Northumberland, on the Ist of May, 
instant, on which occasion the Rev. W. R. Smith 
preached the sermon; Rev.S. S. Sheddan deliver- 
ed the charge to the Pastor; and Rev. P. B. Marr, 
tke charge to the people. 

On Tuesday, the 14th inst., the Rev. Albert 
Williams was installed by the Presbytery of New- 
tom, as Pastor over the congregation of Clinton, 
New Jersey. The Rev. J. McNair, of Musconet- 
eng Valley, preached the sermon from Mark xvi. 
15, 16; the Rev. J. M. Olmstead, of Flemington, 
piesidedy and proposed the constitutional ques- 
tins; the Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Pleasant Grove, de- 
lirered the charge to the Pastor; and the Rev. 
Dr. Campbell, of Milford, delivered the charge to 
tke people. 

On the 3d day of April, the Rev. Elias Vande- 
man was installed by the Presbytery of Columbus, 
pastor of the church of Loudon, Ohio. The Rev. 

W. Jones preached on the occasion. Dr. Hoge 
presided and gave the charge to the minister, and 
the Rev. H. Hubbert, the charge to the people. 


For the Presbyterian. 
TEMPERANCE. 
Action of the Presbytery of New Castle on the sub- 
ject of 
Whereas, it is a generally conceded fact that a 
vast proportion of the immorality and crime in our 
land, arises from the use of intoxicating drinks as a 
beverage; and, whereas, it is contrary toa Chris- 
tian profession to be engaged in any business, or 
to practice or countenance any thing that tends 
manifestly to hinder the advancement of the reli- 
gion of Christ, or that exerts a destructive influ- 
ence on the best interests of our fellow men; and, 
whereas, it is a notorious fact, that many professors 
of religion are en in manufacturing, vending, 
or using such drinks: therefore 
i Resolved. That this Presbytery would most affec- 
tionately and firmly say to the members of the 
churches, that they are utterly at a loss to know 
how, amidst the light which beams on this subject 
the present day, any communicating member of 
Se Church of Jesus Christ can reconcile it with 
his views of Christian duty, to use such drinks, or 
to sell them to others, or to rent a public house to 
any one intending to engage in the traffic, or to 
sign a petition to the court to license any house in 
which such drinks are to be sold; and they do most 
earnestly beg their brethren to consider seriously 
and solemuly this most important subject, and at 
once and forever renounce a business so fraught 


deep and bitter regrets to themselves on & death- 
bed 


Ordered by Presbytery, that the foregoing reso- 
ag be published in the Presbyterian ; and that 
@ Pastors read it from the pulpits of their 
churches, and that the sessions of vacant churches 


have it read. ~ 
Gro. Burrowes, Stated Clerk. 
Joun Wattace, Moderator. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The fifteenth anniversary of the Americar Sun- 
day-school Union was held on Tuesday afternoon, 


The usual reports were presented and read. 
Amount of sales during the year was over eighty 


e profit on this sum does not exceed one thousand 
dire. The donations received amount to about 
ten thousand dollars. The plans of the Society in 


success, and the Society has advanced for these ob- 
jects nearly fifty thousand dollars over and above 
the receipts. e number of distinct publications 
issued by the Society since its organization amounts 
teen millions—the number published during 

mes. Upwards irteen hu aux- 
have been connected 


DOMESTIC. INTELLIGENCE. 


ing. 
the 


ildings, two or three of whom, itis 


| ren@inder, we are informed by the 

w manfully to stay the progress of the fire, and 
it was mainly owing to their exertions that the proper- 
ty in the building was saved. There is no other way 
to account for the 
it was designedly CoMmunicated b 

Reo-River-—The Raft on the Ked River has again 
put a stop to steamboat navigation on that stream. 
About fifteen hundred yards of drift will have to be 
removed before it will be possible for the steamboats 
to pass and repass. The river had commenced falling, 
and should the drift still continue to increase, steam. 
boat navigation above Shreveport would soon be entire- 
ly suspended. Sevegal boats were both above and be- 
low the raft, with full freights. | 

From Forrpa.—A ts from Garey’s Ferry to the 
10th inst. state that Gen. Macomb was at Fort King, 
but had not succeeded in making any agreement with 
the Indians, though it was supposed he would succeed 
in procuring a cessation of hostilities. ‘The Tallahassee 
Star of the 8th inst., publishes the following letter de- 
tailing outrages committed by the Indians. 

St. Marks, May 7, 1839.—Sir : I have this moment 
returned from Deadman’s Bay, and have to communi- 
cate to you the melancholy intelligence of the murder 
of Lieut. Hulbert and private O'Driscoll, of the 6th 
infantry, by the Seminoles. The Express rider be- 
tween Fort Frank Brooke and Fort Andrewe, did 
not arrive in season, and Lieut. Hulbert, with ten men, 
went out from the place on the 3d of May touscortain 
the reason. About half way between the two pusts, 
the command was halted, and Lieut. H. with O’Dris- 
coll, of (F) Company, went on in advance intending 
to pass the night at Fort Frank Brooke. They were 
both shot by a party of Indians at the Fourteen Mile 
Creek, probably while watering their horses. O’Dris- 
coll’s horse ran into Fort Frank Brooke, slightly 
wounded, which gave the first news there. 

Four balls were shot through Lieutenant FI., but 
neither he nor the soldier was scalped. Both bodies 
were interred on the 4th ultimo, at Deadman’s Bay. 
The express rider has not yet been found, and but lit- 
tle doubt is entertained of his death. Very respecttully, 
your obedient servant, R. H. PEYTON, 

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


Scarier Fever.—The scarlet fever is very prevalent 
at Boston, ninety-two cases having terminated fatally 
up to the 27th of April last—being one more than oc- 
curred during the whole of 1838. The Medical Jour- 
nal insists that. this mortality is a proof that the dis. 
ease is not properly treated. 

Pustic Worxs.—The Commissioners of the Ohio 
Canal fund have negotiated a loan of one million of 
dollars in New York for carrying on the public im- 
provements of that state. The operations on the pub- 
lic works of Illinois have been suspended in conse- 
quence of the want of funds. It will depend on the 
success of obtaining a loan at New York, whether the 
works will be suspended all summer. 


Tar Unirep States vs. Mr. Gouveneur.—The jury 
in the suit of the United States vs. Mr. Gouverneur, 
the late Postmaster at New York, has returned a ver- 
dict of 26,006 dollars 75 cents for the United States, 
without prejudice to the claims of either party to drafts 
paid Reeside amounting to 5000 dollars, and a draft on 
Reeside of 1000 dollars. 

New York Generar Banxine Law.—The Albany 
Evening Journal publishes a list of the associations 
which have been formed under the general banking law, 
the amount of the securities which have been deposited 
with the Comptroller, the amount and denomination of 
notes for which orders have been given, and the num- 


some of the boys. 


From this document it appears that up to the 30th 
of April last, forty-three banking associations, of which 
seven were in the city of New York, have deposited 
$2,737,090 in state stocks and $851,316.31 in mort- 
gages, making a total of $2,996,406.31 as security for 
the ultimate redemption of their notes. Of the stocks 
so pledged, 69,000 consist of 6 per cent. Missouri 
stock; 877,000 of 6 per cent. Arkansas; 25,000 of 5 
per cent. New York; 110,000 of 5 per cent. Mainc; 
160,000 of 5 per cent. Alabama ; 518,000 of 6 per cent. 
Michigan ; 324,000 in 5 per cent. Indiana ; 50,000 of 
6 per cent. Kentucky ; and 4000 of 6 per cent. United 
States. 
The bank department has delivéred notes to these 
institutions to the number of 448,382, amounting in 
the aggregate to $1,590.818. Of this number 67,500 
were in one dollar notes, 162,840 were in two dollar 
notes, 21,614 were in three dollar notes, 174,300 in five 
dollar notes, 21,610 in ten dollar notes, and 450 in one 
hundred dollar notes. , 
Besides this, orders have been given for notes to the 
amount of 4,251,111 dollars, of which 510,000 are to 
be of the denomination of one dollar, 333,048 of the 
denomination of two dollars, 50,000 of the denomina- 
tion of three dollars, 359,200 of the denomination of 
five dollars, 63,300 of the denomination of ten dollars, 
3350 of the denomination of twenty dollars, 2200 of 
fifty dollars, 2,350 of one hundred dollars, 60 of five 
hundred dollars, and 50 of one thousand dollars. 
Since the table from which the preceding statements 
are taken was prepared, several othef associations have 
deposited their securities and received notes for circu- 
lation. Among these are the Bank of Commerce, 
New York; the Howard Trust and Banking Com- 
ny, of Troy ; the Ballston Spa Bank, the Fort Plain 
Bank, and the Bank of Vernon. 


Vicxssurc Banx.—It will be recollected that a com- 
mittee was appointed at Philadelphia to proceed to 
Vicksburg for the purpose of investigating the affuirs 
of that institution—that committee arrived at the place 
of their destination on the Ist instant, and on the next 
day they wrote to Philadelphia, stating that they had 
ascertained that their labours would reater than 
they expected at the time they sccepted their appoint- 
ment. The committce had determined that no par- 
tial statement should be made by them, and that 
when they had completed their examination a full ac- 
count of their proceedings would be made known. 


Susquewanna AND Tipe Water Canat.—lt affords 
us sincere pleasure, says the Baltimore American, to 
congratulate the stockholders and all concerned, on the 
happy position in which the Susquehanna and Tide 
Water Canal enterprise is placed by recent events. At 
the meeting of the Stockholders of those Companies on 
the 13th inst., the act of Maryland granting the sum of 
1,000,000 for the completion of the work was unani- 
mously accepted ; and we are truly happy to be able to 
add that an arrangement has been concluded for the ne- 
gotiations of the bonds in Europe, under which the re- 
quisite funds for the vigorous prosecutiun of the Canal 
to completion will be at the Company's command. In 
about four months, therefore, from this date, that is, in 
all the month of September next, the work will be 
finished for the passage of boats between Columbia and 
Havre-de-Grace. The official Report of the able Chief 
Engineer, laid before the mecting on the 13th, contains 
this acceptable assurance, accompanied by another 
scarcely less gratifying, that the whole work will be 
finished at a cost which will not exceed the original 
estimate. If, therefore, our friends in the Pennsylvania 
coal regions take their measures in season, Baltimore 
will obtain her next winter’s supplies of anthracite 
through this new channel. 


Surrerers sy THE Grorcr Cotiier.—Eight of those 
poor unfortunates were admitted to the New Orleans 
Charity Hospital; two of them, as we learn from the 
Picayune, have since died, viz: Mrs. C. Herring of 
Germany, whose husband died at the time of the dis- 
aster, and a man whose name was not known at the 
hospital, he having never spoken since he entered it. 
The life of Isaac Ideda, a Frenchman, is despaired of; 
the other five are doing well. 


Forceries.—The New York papers state that a 
number of forgeries to a very large amount were dis- 
covered on Friday and Saturday last to have been per- 
trated in that city by a broker named Tyson, who 
ad hitherto maintained a high character, and whose 
family and business connections are very respectable. 
The entire extent of the forgeries is not at present 
known, but what is already discovered amounts to 
75,000 dollars. Tyson is now at the South, and it is 
said has gone as far as Texas. 
Emicrants.—The St. Louis Gazette of the 3d in- 
stant says :— We learn that the company of Luther- 
ans, amounting to some 700 persons, who arrived here 
a few weeks since, have purchased 10,0 0 acres of 
choice land in Perry county, (Mo.) comprising an ex- 
cellent landing place on the Mississippi, at the mouth 
of Brazoo creek. ‘This company own a library of some 
20,000 volumes, and intend, shortly, to éstablish a Col- 
lege. They will form a desirable addition to the popu- 
lation of this State.” 

Micuican Grnrrat Banxinc Law.—We learn by the 
Detroit Free Press, that the Michigan Legislature, at 
its late session, annulled the general banking system 
of that State. If any person shall hereafter attempt to 
exercise banking powers under theold law, it is declared 
that he “ shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be 
fined in any sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars, 


iliary schools and societies 
with the Union. 


The .geeeting was addresed by 
gentlemen of denominations 


and confined in the states prison not more than ten nor 
less than one year.” 


“iil The New York 
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on ' morning, net, FROM SOUTH A 
ildi of the Bloase of Re- 


mercial Advertiser has received 
of the Graham's Town (South Africa) Journal to 
the 14th of February, which ie nearly a month later 
our last previous advices, via London. 


4 wae killed, and were wound: 


After the battle, Dingaan set fire to his capital and 
fled. The conquerors found there the anon of their 
countrymen, Retief and his companions, murdered 
an some months before, which they buried. 


force, which would hold it until instructions should be 
received from England. Martial law had been pro- 
claimed in the port, and the surrounding territory, for 
the space of two miles. 


CENTRAL AMERICA. 


Extract of a letter from Truzxillio, April 29, 1839. 
The political horizon’ of this country is again cloudy 
and most gloomy. Civil war has again broken out 
and it is difficult to forsee when it may end. “I'he 
states of Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Hunduras having 
pronounced themselves independent of the federation, 
and for a réform of the whole political system, the hos- 
tile parties have already met twice in the state of St. 
Salvador, and both becn routed in the respective bat- 
tles. Morazan is no longer President, his term having 
expired, but continues as Generalissimo of the armies 
of the Republic, and now at the head of the Federal 
troops. Contributions have already begun—trade is 
very dull, and should it be likely that this state of 
things will continue much longer, we may be induced 
to leave the country altogether.—N. Y. Gaz. 


FROM SOUTH AMERICA. 

‘The New York Journal of Commerce has received 
Rio Janeiro papers to April 9th. A paper of the Sth 
of April says:—-Much sensation has been caused by 
the news brotght by the U.S. brig of war Dolphin, 
which arrived day before yesteaday from Montevideo, 
(since arrived at New York,) that the French Admiral 
had ordered the seizure of two American vessels, which 
were a in cargo at Loberia Chica, a small port on 
the coast of Patagonia, under pretence that they had 
violated the blockade which he had established, of the 
pon erase Ayres and the shore of the Rio de la 

a 

The vessels have been taken into Montevideo, as 
prizes to the French squadron. The American Com- 
modore immediately on receiving information of this 
infringement upon the rights of neutrals, addressed a 
communication to the French Admiral, protesting, in 
the strongest terms, against the proceedings, as not 
having been sanctioned. by precedent, nor tolerated 
by the United States Government, and demanding the 
lunmediate and unconditional release of the prizes. 
When the Dolphin sailed from Montevideo, 26th March 
the reply of the French admiral had not heen received. 
The issue of this affair is awaited by the commercial! 
community with much interest. 


OBITUARY. 


Died, on the 5th inst. of a lingering pulmonary 
disease, at the residence of her father in Mercersburg, 
Pennsylvania, Mrs. Susannan L. Porter, eldest daugh- 
ter of Dr. P, W. Little, and wife of the Rev. G. D. 
Porter, lately pastor of the Presbyterian church in 
Williamsport, Washington county, Pennsylvania. 
Death has thus made its first entrance into the midst 
of this large and happy family circle, and borne off 
from the embrace of tender parents and affectionate 
brothers and sisters, an object of their fondest love. A 
husband too has been called, in the pruvidence of God, 
to mourn over the loss of a dear wife, who, in the re. 
quisite qualifications for rendcring social intercourse 
happy and the life of a minister useful, had few if any 
superiors. And a promising son has, by this aftlict- 
ing dispensation, been doomed to an early orphanage. 

At a very early age the prominent features of that 
character were developed, which made the deceased a 
general favourite in the town where she was reared, 
and especially in the circle @f g very large connexion. 
During all her life, she was remarkable for her modes 
and dignity of deportment, her amiability of disposi- 
tion, and her unaffected interest in the welfare and 
happiness of ali around her. Never was she known to 
wound intentionally the feclings of any person; and 
never was she known to have an enemy. 

In her last illness, which was protracted, and du- 

ring which it was permitted by her Heavenly Father 
that she should be in the midst of her friends, the ge. 
neral interest and grief of the community on her behalf 
was manifested at her departure. But it was with the 
characteristics of the Christian that she was most 
strongly marked. Early in lite she made a public pro- 
fession of her faith, in the church of her fathers, then 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Elliott. Her 
“ conversation” has always since been “as becometh 
the Gospel.” Besides letting the light of a consistent 
Christian example shine before men, she was always 
to be found amongst the foremost of her sex in the va- 
rious benevolent operations of the day, and in her ef- 
forts appeared to be influenced by a sincere desire to 
further the spiritual, as well as temporal interests of 
her race. 
_ In the sickness which preceded her death, she was 
permitted more fully than ever, to realize the power 
and value of that religion to which she had consecra- 
ted herself. Although her sufferings were intense, not 
a murmur escaped her lips. Frequently she had her 
friends assembled around her bed, and taking leave of 
them, affectionately commended to them the atone- 
ment and perfect righteousness of that Saviour, so pre- 
cious to her own soul. She was enabled to speak of 
death with perfect composure and resignation. The 
harvest of a well spent life seemed to be gathered, in 
the “peace of conscience” and “joy in the Holy 
Ghost” which she realized in the prospect of her dis. 
solution ; discarding the boasted philosophy of the wise 
men of this world, hers was the “ full assurance of 
FAITH.” 

She died with the confidence of Stephen, and with 
the prayer of the dying Martyr on her lips—“ Lord 
Jesus receive my Spirit.” 


BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


Joun K. Davis acknowledges the following sums, re- 
ceived for the General Assembly’s Board of Missions, 
from March Ist, to May 10, 1839. 


From J. D. Albany, in part, to constitute himself an 
honorary member, $10. John T. McCoun, Esq. Dr. 
Snodgrass’ ch. Troy, to constitute Mrs. McCoun hon. 
member, $50. James Reed, Lansingburgh, in part, to 
constitute himself an hon. member, $10. Seth Seely, 
do. do. $5. Elias Parmelee, do. do. $5. Wm. Hedges, 
do. do. $5. George Reed, do. do. $5. Charlotte Lan- 
sing, do. do. $7. Other individuals, $14. Ballston, 
contr. in t, $23. From Princeton, in part, $3. 
Cash, $1. From M. Morse, Esq. Lockport, $20. Jacob 
Hunt, White Plains, in part, to constitute himself an 
hon. member, $5. Elish. Purdy, White Plains do. do. 
$5. Russel J. Minor, South East, in part, to constitute 
himself an hon. mem. $5. Ezra Young, do. do. $5. 
Rev. B. E. McLeod $10, to be applied equally to con- 
stitute R. J. Minor and E. Young hon. members. La- 
dies in Somers, in part, to constitute Mrs. A. Lead- 
beater hon. member, $13. Monthly collections, do. $10. 
North Salem, $10. Peeksiil, in addition, $3. Mrs. 
Beaty, Cambridge, remainder of subscription to con. 
stitute Rev. E. H. Newton hon. member $20. Cash $1. 
From the teachers and Scholars of the N. Dutch ch., 
Albany in part, to support a missionary in Western 
— Archibald McIntyre, Albany $100. 


ACKNOW LEDGMENTS. 


The subscriber would return thanks to an unknown 

friend in Philadelphia, who, by the contribution of 

fifty dollars, has constituted him an honorary member 

for life of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby- 

terian Church. Patrerson. 
Poundridge, New York. 


The Subscriber takes this opportunity of returning 
grateful thanks to a member of his church, who, by 
the payment of fifty dollars,-has made him a life mem- 
ber of the General Assembly's Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Wirutam 


Permit me, through your paper, to express my 
thanks to the ladics of Georges Creek and ‘Tent, Mid. 
dictown and Kingwood churches, for contributing one 
hundred dollars to constitute me a life director of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church. 
May their example be followed by many other churches. 
Where charches abound in their liberality, they may 
stimulate feeble churches to greater efforts in benevo- 
lent enterprises, by assisting them in constituting their 
Pastors members of the different benevolent societies, 
and all mutually enjoy the satisfaction there is in keep. 
ing the Saviour’s precepts, in which there is a great 
reward. C. Beecuer Bristo. 


by 
Port Natal had been taken possession of by a British ph 


Reported the Presbyterian. 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CASE. 
| CHARGE OF THE COURT. 
‘Tuesday morning, March 26th, 1839. 
Jupes Roogss charged the jury as follows : 

In the course of my remarks, gentlemen, so far 
as lies in uy wer, | shall in t you positively, 
clearly, a irectly, upon the different points of 
law involved in this case. My observations will 


be brief, and discarding all collateral matter, I 
shall direct your attention to the very points which 


.| L think material. If 1 err in my instructions to you, 


by a resort to a higher tribunal, the error may be 
corrected. 1 now request your careful attention. 


Before the year 1758, the Presbyterian Churches 
in this country, were under the care of two separate 
Synods, and their respective Presbyteries :—the 
Synod of New York and the ‘Synod of Philadel- 


1a. 

In the year 1758, these Svnods were united, 
and were called the “Synod of New York and 
Philadelphia.” This continued until the year 
1788, when the General Assembly was forined. 
The Synod was then divided into four Synods, 
the Synod of New York and New Jersey, PhWa- 
delphia, Virginia, and the Carolinas; of these 
= Synods the General Assembly was constitu- 


In 1808, the Synod of Albany wagerected. This 


Synod has been from time to time sub-divided, |» 


and the Synods of Genesee, Geneva, and Utica, 
have been formed. 

The Synod of Pittsburg has been also erected, 
out of which the Syuod of the Western Reserve/ 
has been formed. | 

These constitute the four exscinded Synods, viz. 
the Synods of Genesee, Geneva, Utica, and the 
Western Reserve. ~ 

The General Assembly was constituted by every 
Presbytery at their last stated meeting, preceding | 
the meeting of the General Assembly, deputing to 
the General Assembly commissioners in certain 
specific proportions. 

The Westminster Confession of Faith is part of 
the constitution of the Church. The constitution 
could not be altered, unless two-thirds of the Pres- 
byteries under the care of the General Assembly, 
prepare alterations or amendments, and such alter- 
ations or amendments were agreed to by the Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

The form of government was amended in 1821. 
The General Assembly now consists of an 
“ equal delegation of bishops and elders from each 
Presbytery in certain proportions.” 

The judicatories of the Church consist of the 
Session, of the Presbyteries, of Synods, and the 
General Assembly. 

The church-session consists of the pastor, or 
pastors, and ruling elders of a particular congre- 
gation. A Presbytery, of all the ministers and 
one ruling elder from each congregation within a 
certain district. A Synod is a convention of bish- 
ops and elders, including, at least, three Presbyte- 
ries. And the General Assembly, “ of an equal 
delegation of bishops and elders, from each Pres- 
tery, in the followmg proportions, viz. each Pres- 
bytery consisting of not more than 24 ministers, 
sends one minister and one elder; and each Pres- 
bytery, consisting of more than 24 ministers, sends 
two ininisters and two elders; and in the like pro- 
portion for every 24 ministers in any Presbytery. 
The delegates so appointed, are styled |commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly is the highest judicatory 
of the Presbyterian Church. It represents, in one 
body, all the particular churches of this denomina- 
tion of Christians. 

In relation to this body, the most important un- 
doubtedly are the various Presbyteries; for, as 
was before said, the General Assembly consists of 
an equal delegation of bishops and elders from 
each of the Presbyteries. If the Presbyteries are 
destroyed, the Genera! Assembly falls, as a matter 
of course, as there would no longer be any con- 
stituent bodies in existence, from which delegates 
could be sent to the General Assembly. 

The Presbyteries are essential features in the 
form of government in another particular, for 
before any overturae or regulations proposed by the 
General Assembly, to be established as constitu- 
tional rules, can be obligatory on the churches, it 
is necessary to transmit them to all the Presbyte- 
ries, and to receive the returns of at least a ma- 


jority of them in writing, approving thereof. 


A Synod, as has been before observed, is a con- 
vention of bishops and elders within a district, in- 
cluding at least three Presbyteries. The Synods 
have a supervisory power over Presbyteries, but 
unlike Presbyteries, as such they are not essential 
to the existence of the General Assembly. If 
every Synod in the United States were exscinded 
and destroyed, still the General Assembly would 
remain as the highest tribunal inthe Church. In 
this particular there isa vital difference between 
Presbyteries and Synods. The only connexion be- 
tween the General Assembly and the Synods is, that 
the former has a supervisory power over the lat- 
ter. 

Having thus given you an account of such 
parts of the form of Church government as may, 
in some aspects of the cause, be material, I 
shall now call your attention to the matter in is- 


sue. 

This proceeding is what is called a “ Quo War- 
ranto.” It is issued by the Commonwealth, at 
the suggestion of James Tod and others, against 
Ashbel Green and others, to show by what authori- 
ty they claim to exercise the office of Trustees of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America. I must here re- 
mark, that it is not only an appropriate, but 
the best method of trying the issue in this cause. 


It is admitted, that until the 24th of May, 1838, 
the respondents were the rightful trustees; but it 
is contended by the relators, that on that day, the 
24th of May, 1838, in pursuance of the act of in- 
corporation, the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church changed one-third of the trustees, 
by the election of the relators in the place and 
stead of the respondents, 


The 28th March, 1799, the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania declared Ashbel Green and seventeen 
others, (naming them,)a body politic, and corporate, 
by the name and style of Trustées of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Uni- 
ted States of America. 


The sixth section provides that the corporation 
shall not, at any time, consist of more than 18 per- 
sons ; whereof, the General Assembly may, at 
their discretion, as often as they shall hold their 
sessions in the State of Pennsylvania, change oné- 
third in such a manner as to the General Assembly, 

t was the intention of the Legislature, by the 
act of incorporation, to provide for the election of 
competent persons, who, as an incorporated body, 
might, with more ease,and in a better manner. 
manage the temporal affairs of the Church. It is 
only in this aspect that we have cognizance of the 
case | 


In this country, for the mutuil advantege of 
church and state, we have wisely separateu the 
ecclesiastical from the civil power. The court 
has as little inclination as authority to interfere 
with the church and its government, farther than 
may be necessary for its protection and security. 
[t is only as it bears upon the corporation, which 
is the creature of the civil power, that we 
have any right to determine the validity, or to 
construe the acts and resolutions, of the General 
——T It is, however, sufficient for us, gentle- 
men, to know that in this case we have that right, 


Although aeither the members of the General 
Assembly, as such, nor the General Assembly it- 
self, are individually or aggregately members of 
the corporation, yet the Assembly has power, from 
time to time, as they may deem proper to o——- 
the trustees, and to give special! instructions for 
their government. They stand in the relation of 
el -ctors, and have been properly denominated in 
the argument, quasi corporate. The trustees only 
are the corporation by express words of the act of 
the Assembly. 


Unhappily, differences have arisen in the church, 
(the nature of which is not necessary for us to 
inquire into,) which have caused a division of its 
members into two parties, called and known as the 
Old and New-school. These appellations we may 
adopt for the sake of designating the respective 


parties, the existence of which will have an im- 
nt bearing ow some of the questions involved 

in this important cause. It gives a key to conduct, 

which it would be otherwise difficult to explain. 


The division continued to increase in stre ed with 
and virelendtiiltaensian of SORE chen oe with no power to legislate in such cases, and 


tain decisive measures, ‘which will be hereafter 


stated, were taken by the General Assembly, which 
at this time was under the control of members, who 
sympathise, (as the phrase is,) with the principles 


of the Old-school. 


At an early period the Presbyterian Church, at 


their own suggestion, formed unions with 


cognate 


churches, that is, with churches whose faith, prin 
ciples; and practice, assimilated with their own, 


sential difference in doctrine. 


and between whom there was thought to be no es- 


On this principle a plan of union and corres- 
pondence was adopted by the Assembly in 1792, 
with the General Association of Connecticut, with 
Vermont in 1803, with that of New Hampshire in 
1810, with Massachusetts in 1811, with the Nor- 
thern Associate Presbytery of Albany in 1802, and 


ate Reformed Church in 1798. 


with the Reformed Dutch Church, and the Associ- 


These conventions, as is stated, originated in 


measures adopted by the General Assembly in 


1790 and 1791. The dele 


tes from each o 


the 


associated churches not only sat and deliberated 
with each other, but also acted and voted by virtue 
of the express terms of the union. 


In further pursuance of the settled policy of the 


urch to extend its sphere of usefulness, in the 


tionalists was formed. 


year 1801, a planof union between the Presbyteri- 
nd Congre 


The plan, which was devised by the fathers of 
the Church to prevent alienation, and to promote 


harmony, was observed by the General Assembly 


riod of thirty-four years. 


without question by them, until the year 1835, a 


At that time it was resolved by the General As- 
embly, that they deemed it no longer desirable 


that churches should be formed in their Presbyte- 
rian connexion, agreeably to the plan adopted by 


necticut, in 1801. 


the Assembly and the General Association of Con- 
They, therefore, resolved that 
their brethren of the Genera) Association of Con- 
necticut be, and they hereby are, respectfully re- 
quested to consent that the said plan shall be, from 


and after the next meeting of that Association, de- 


plan. 


controversy. 


had been formed on that plan. 


view of the question. 


gated.” See Digest, 


unconstitutional. 


within their limits. 


clared to be annulled. And also resolved that the 
annulling of said plan shall not in any wise inter- 
fere with the existence and Jawful association of 
churches which have been already formed on this 


To this resolution no reasonable objection can be 
made, and if the matter had been permitted to rest 
here, we should not have been troubled with this 
It had not then occurred to the As- 
sembly thut the plan of union was unconstitutional. 
The resolutions are predicated on the belief that 
the agreement or compact was constitutional. 
They request that the Association of Connecticut 
would consent to rescind it. It does not seem to 
have been thought that this could be done without 
their consent. And moreover, the resolution ex- 
pressly saves the rights of existing churches which 


I inust be permitted to regret, for the sake of 
peace and harmony, that this business was not 
suffered to rest on the basis of resolnitions which 
breathe the spirit of peace and good feeling. 
unfortunately the General Assembly, in 1837, which 
was then under another influence, took a different 


But 


“ As the ‘ Plan of Union’ adopted fur the new 
settlements, in 1801, was originally an unconstitu- 
tional act on the part of that Assembly—these im- 
portant standing rules having never been submit- 
ted to the Presbyteries—and as they were totally 
destitute of authority as proceeding from the Gene- 
ral Association of Connecticut, a 

with no power to legislate in such cases, and es- 
pecially to enact laws to regulate churches not 
within her limits; and as much confusion and ir- 
regularity have arisen from this unnatural and un- 
constitutional system of union, therefore it is resolv 
ed, that the Act of the Assembly of 1801, entitled a 
‘Plan of Union,’ be, and the same is hereby abro- 
pp. 297—299. 
The resolution declares the Plan of Union to be 
Ist, because those important 
standing rules, as they call them, were not submit- 
ted to the Presbyteries; and secondly, because the 
General Association of Connecticut was invested 
with no power to legislate in such cases, and es- 
pecially to enact laws to regulate churches not 


ich is invested} 


The Court is not satisfied with the force of these 
reasons, and do not think the agreement, or Plan 
of Union, comes within the words or spirit of that 


clause in the constitution which provides, that be- 
fore any overtures or regulations proposed by the 


amendments are agreed’to by the Assembly. 

It was a regulation made by competent parties, 
and not intended by either as a constitutional rule ; 
nor was it obligatory on any of the Presbyterian 


churches within their connexion. 


General Assembly to be established as constitu- 
tional rules shall be obligatory on the churches, 
it shall be necessary to transmit them to all the 
Presbyteries, and to receive the returns of at least, 
a majority of them approving thereof. Nor ie it, 
in the opinion of the Court, in confi:ct with the 
constitution before its amendment in 1821, which 
provides no alteration shall be made in the Con- 
stitution unless two-thirds of the Presbyteries un- 
der the care of the General Assembly propose alte- 
rations or amendments, and such alterations o1 


Those who 


were competent to make it, were competent to 
dissolve it without the assent of the Presbsbyteries, 
as such, which could not be done, were it a consti- 
tutional rule, within the meaning of the constitu- 


tion. 


Whether one party may dissolve it without 
the consent of the other, it might be unnecessary 


to decide. My opinion is that they can. The Plan 
of Union is intended to prevent alienation, and to 
promote union and harmony in the new settle- 


ments. 


It is not a union of the Presbyterian Church 
with a Cr church, or churches, but it 


purports to 


ur and is, a Plan of Union between in- 
dividual members of the Presbyterian and Congre- 


gational churches, in that portion of the country 
which was then denominated the New Settle- 
ments. It is advisory and recommendatory in its 
character—has nothing obligatory about it. A 
Congregational church, as such, is not by force of 


Church. 


the agreement incorporated with the Presbyterian 
It has no necessary connexion with it; 


for it — when the congregation consists partly 
ftl tional form of dis- 
cipline, and partly of those who hold the Presby- 


of those who hold the Congre 


terian form, and there is an appeal to the Presby- 


tery, (as there may be in certain cases) that the 
Standing Committee of the Congregational Church, 
consisting partly of Presbyterians and partly of 
Congregationalists, may, or shal! attend the Pres- 
tery, and may have the same right to sit and act 


in the Presbytery as a ruling elder. 


And what- 


ever may have been occasionally the instances to 
the contrary, this I conceive to be the obvious 


construction ef the regulation. 


That part of 


the 


agreement was intended as a safeguard, or protec- 
tion of the rights of all the parties. to be affected 
by it, without any design to confer upon the Stand- 


ing Committee all the rights of a ruling elder. 
I view it as a matter of discipline, and not of 


doctrine, the effect of which is to exempt those 
members of the different communions, who adopted 
it from the censures of the church to which they 


belong, and particularly the clerical portion of 


them. 


The Court is also of the opinion, that after an 
acquiescence of nearly forty years, and particular- 
ly after the adoption by the Presbyteries, of the 
amended constitution of 1821, the Plan of Union is 
not now open to objection. The Plap has been re- 


cognized by the Presbyteries at various times, and 


in different manners, under the old and amended 
constitution. It has bee: acted on by them and the 


equally as obligatory as i 


General Assembly in oy instances, and is 
it had received the ex- 


ress sanction of the Presbyteries in all the forms 


tee to the constitution. 


That acquiescence gives right—is a principle 
which we must admit. The constitutionality of 


the purchase and admission of Louisiana as a mem- 
ber of the union, was doubted by some of the wisest 
heads and purest hearts in the country; but he 
would be a very bold man, indeed, who would now 
deny that State, and Mississippi, Arkansas, and 


Missouri, to be members of the confed 


eration. 


~ 
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the memorable str gle for the admission of Mis- 
souri into the union, this objection was never taken. 

Nor ain I satisfied with the second reason, that 
the General Association of Connectic 


especially to enact laws to regulate churches not 
within r limits. Al h the General As- 
sembly had the right to annul the Plan of Union 
without the Assent of the General Ascociation of 
Connecticut, yet I must “be permitted to say, 
ere aes having acted on the Plan, and reaped 
all the a vantages oF it, it is rather discourteous, to 
say the least of it, to attempt to a te it with- 
out the consent of the other party. though the 
Association may be sn advisory body, yet it does 
not appear that any difficulty has been started 

them, or by the churches men. be their control. Al 
parties acquiesced in it for thirty-six years, and it 


validity. Nor is there any thing in the idea, that 
they have no power to regulate churches not with- 
in their limits. This isa matter of consent, and 
there is nothing to prevent churches in one State, 
from submitting themselves to the ecclesiastical 

vernment of churches located in another State. 

he Presbyterian Church has furnished us with 
repeated examples of this kind. . 

Se far from believing the Plan of Union to be 
unconstitutional, I concur fully with one of the 
counsel, that, confined within its legitimate limits, 
it is an agreement or regulation, which the Gene- 
ral Assembly not only bad power to make, but 
that it is one which is well calculated to promote 
the best interests of religion. 

If, as is stated, the Standing Committee of Con- 
gregational churches have claimed and exercised 
the same rights as ruling elders in Presbyteries 
and in the General Assembly itself, it is an abuse 
which may be corrected by the proper tribunals; 
but surely that is no argument, or one of but little. 


stitutional and void. | 

Although, in the opinion of the Court, the As- 
sembly have the right to repeal the Plan of Union 
without the consent of the General Association of 
Connecticut, yet it was unjust to repeal it, with- 
of existing ministers and 
churches. t this is a matter, the 
which they must determine, —. 

But whether the Plan of Union be constitution- 
al or not, is only material so far as it is made the 
basis of some subsequent resolutions, to which 
your attention will now be directed. 

At the samevsession, and after failure of an at- 
tempt at compromise, the character of which has 
been the subject of much comment, the General 
Assembly resolved, that by the abrogation of the 
Plan of Union of 1801, the Synod of the Western 
Reserve is, and is hereby delared to be, no longer 
a part of the Presbyterian Church. 

_ “ Resolved, That in consequence of the abroga- 
a this General] Assembly of the Plan of Union 
of 1801, between it and the General Association 
of Connecticut, as utterly unconstitutional, and 
therefore null and void from the beginning, the 
Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, which 
were formed and attached to this body, under and 
in execution of said ‘ Plan of Union,’ be, and are 
hereby declared to be, out of the connexion of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Amer- 
ica, and that they are not, in form or in fact, an in- 
tegral portion of said charch.” 

These resolutions refer only in name to the four 
Synods, and if we were called on for the construc- 
tion alone, it might be well doubted whether they 
were intended, or could be made to include, the 
Presbyteries within their limits, the constituents 
or electoral bodies of the General Assembly itself. 
I should be inclined, for the purpose of protecting 
their rights from a resolution so final in its char- 
acter, to say that they were not included, neither 
in the spirit nor the words of the resolution. But 
this construction we are prevented from giving by . 
their declarative resolution. It is there in effect 
said, that it is the purpose of the General Assem- 
- to destroy the relations of all said Synods and 
all their constituent parts to the General Aesem- 
bly and to the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. In the fourth resolution it is declared, that 
any Presbytery within the four Synods, being 
strictly Presbyterian in doctrine and order, who 
may desire to be united with them, are hereby di- 
rested to make application, with a full statement 
of their case, to the next Genera] Assembly, which 
will take proper order thereon, 

There is no mistaking the character of these re- 
solutions. It is an immediate dissolution of all 
connexion between the four Synods and all their 
constituent parts, and the General Assembly. 
They are destructive of the rights of electors of 
the General Assembly. The connexion might be 
renewed, it is true, by each of the Presbyteries 
making application to the next General Assembly, 
but they are at liberty to accept or refuse them, 
provided they, the General Assembly, deem them 
strictly Presbyterian in doctrine and order. As 
they had the right to admit them, they had the 
right, also, to refuse them, unless, in their opinion, 
= were strictly Presbyterian in doctrine and order. 
y these resolutions, the commissioners, who 
had acted with the General Assemnbly up to that 
time, were deprived of their seats. At the same 
time, four Synods, with twenty-eight Preebyteries, 
were cut off from all connexion with the Prabe- 
terian Church. The General Assembly resolved, 
that because the plan of 1801 was unconstitutional, 
those Synods and their constituent parts are no 
longer integral parts of the Presbyterian Church. 
ou will observe, that I have already said the 

Plan of Union is constitutional. That reason there- 
fore fails. ‘They have resolved that it is not only 
unconstitutional, but that it is null and void from 
the beginning. Instead ofa prospective, they have 
given their resolutions a retrospective effect, the 
injustice of which is most manifest. 

But admitting, that the Plan of Union is uncon- 
stititutional, null, and void, from the beginning, I 
cannot perceive, what justification that furnishes 
for the exscinding resolutions. The infusion of 
Congregationalists with the Presbyteries, or the 
General Assembly itself, does not invalidate the 
acts of the General Assembly. They had a right, 
notwithstanding the charter which recognises El- 
ders and Ministers as composing the Presbyterian 
Church to perform the functions committed to them 
by the constitution. And among them to establish 
and divide Synods, to create Presbyteries, as in 
her judgment the exigencies of the Church might 
demand. 

Accordingly we find that the four Synods, and 
all the Presbyteries attached to them, have been 
formed since the year 180]. The Assembly- 
creates the Synods, and the Synods the Presbyte- 
ries. Sometimes the Assembly creates the Pres- 
byteries—a course pursued with some of the Pres- 
byteries which have been exscinded. They have 
been established since, but this is no evidence that 
the four exscinded Synods were formed and attach- 
ed to the General Assembly under, and in execu- 
tion of, the Plan of Union. The compact, as has 


been before observed, was intended for a different — 


purpose, and imposed on the Presbyterian Church 
no obligation to admit churches formed on the plan 
as members. It was a voluntary act, and not the 
necessary result of the agreement; nor does it ap- 
pear that the Presbyteries were formed and in- 
corporated with the church on any other terms or 
conditions than other Presbyterians, who were in 
regular course taken into the Presbyterian connex- 


ion. 

But, gentlemen, when resolutions of so unusual 
a character, so condemnatory, and so destructive 
of the rights of electors, the constituents of the As- 
sembly itself, are passed, we have a right to re- 
quire that the substantial forms of justice be ob- 
served. But so far from this, the General Assem- 
bly; in the plentitude of its power, has undertaken 
to exclude from all their rights and privileges 
twenty-eight Presbyteries, who are its constituents, 
without notice, and without even the form of trial. 
By the regolutions, the commissioners, who had 
acted as members of the General Assembly for two 
weeks, were at once deprived of their seats. Four 
Synods, 28 Presbyteries, 509 ministers, 509 church- 
es, and 60,000 communicants, were at once dis- 
franchised and deprived of their privileges in this 

his proceeding is not only contrary to 

eternal Lara of justice, the principles of the 


In 


Common Law, but it is at variance with the con- 
stitution of the Church. 

This ia not in the nature of a legislative, but 
it is a judicial proceeding to intents and 


would be too late for either now to object to its | 


weight, to show that the Plan of Union is uncon- - 


x grants and the native chief Dingaan, in the Natal 

a country, has at laet been brought to a close, for a time | 
4, at least, by the defeat of the latter, and the capture of 
Ble angel the name of which is Umkunglove. ‘The 

1 emigrant force consisted = of 460 men, commanded 

by Andries Pretorious. The battle was fought on P 

my, December 16th, the Zoolas making the attack 

q Their loss was about 3000 killed, while of the emi- | 
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of 


* and who conform to all the rules of evidence es- 


resort to. personal process in such case. But if it 


-asting out the whole Presbytery. And this gen- 
bers and et ore when the fact was known 


jg called) unnataral connexion, the Presbyteries 


_ the control of the law. 
I algo instruct you, that a Mandamus would not 
?veach the case, for before the remedy could be ap- 
-plied, the General Assembly would be dissolved, 


‘Church is entitled to decide upon the right claim- 


arpases,.,, Jt Ju, idle to. deny. that the Presby- 
the infected districts, as they are cal- 

» rales, lstions, énd dottrines of the Church. 
it there thing tbat mab valves, it is his 

And of this opinion were the General Assembly 
thetaselveet for, only a few dayPbefore, they came 
to the resolutions : | 
"6 Resolved, 1. That the proper steps be now 
taken to.cite to the bar of the next Assembly such 

wi arities. 

_%2 That a apecial committee be now appointed to 
secertain what inferior judicatories are charg- 
in the matter, said commit- 
tee be requested to report as soon as practicable.” 

to have been-done in 
eral Assembly, for, after 


a more agreeable 
I .bave that ex: 
without notice, and without trial, was not only 
contrary to the common law, but it was contrary 
tothe constitution of the:Church. And it is only 
necessary to the book of discipline to see how 
very carefnl the fathers of the church have been 
to secure to the accused a full, fair,and impartial 
Notice is given to the parties concerned, at least 
ten daye before the serge f of the judicatory. 
The accused are informed of the names of all the 
witnesses to be adduced against him.- When the 
charges are exhibited, the time, places, and cir- 
cumstances are stated, if by possibility they can be 
ascertained; citations are issued, si by the 
Moderator or clerk, by order, and in the name of 
are enjoined to ascertain, before 
a, to trial, thet their citations have been 
uly served. And, to secure a fair and impartial 
trial,the witnesses are to be examined in the presence 
of the accused, who is permitted to ask any ques- 
tion tending to’ his own exculpation. The judg- 
ment, when were is regularly entered on the 
records of the judicatory. | 
If these proceedings, before judgment, sre re- 
quisite in the case of the meanest member of the 


for the most part, were able to 
proteet. themselves. It is the minority that need 
protection, and for this purpose it is necessary to 
encircle them with at all the forms of jus- 


tice. . 

-'Phis, aa has been before observed, is a judicial 
act; and if a regular trial had been had, and judg- 
ment rendered, the sentence would have been con- 
clusive. We should not have attempted to ex- 
amine the justice of the proceeding; but inasmuch 
as there have been no citations and no trial, I in- 
sist then, that the resolutions of the General As- 
sembly execinding the four Synods of Utica, Gene- 
va, Genesee, and the Western Reserve, are un- 
constitutional, null and void. 

_ The judgments of all courts, whether ecclesias- 
tical or civil, whether of inferior or superior judi- 
catories, are absglutely void, when rendered with- 
opt citations, and without trial, and without the 

rtunity of a hearing. 
wt admitting this to be in the nature of a legis- 


lative cag oe still it is void; for I deny the 
right of any legislature to deprive an elector of his 
ight to vote, either with or without trial. 

eT his ig a power which can only be exercised 


by a judicial tribunal, who act under the sanc- 
tion of an oath, who examine witnesses on oath, 


tablished by the sages of the law. _ 
- If the Legislature of Pennsylvania should dare, 
by resolution or otherwise, to deprive one of you 
ntlemen, of your right as an elector, it would be 
the duty of the Court to declare such an act null 
and void. I am unable to distinguish the differ- 
‘between the two cases. 

Whether the General Assembly are the proper 
tribunal, in the first instance, for the trial of offen- 
ces, or whether the Presbyteries are amenable to 
their judicatories, in this or any other mode, it is 
unnecessary io decide, as the Court are clearly of 
the opinion, that if they have the right, it must be 
exercised with the same rules and regulations 
which are applicable to the inferior judicatories. 

» Personal process fff each case may be tedious, 
agitating and troublesome in the highest degree ; 
but it is obviously not impossible. Nor does it 
strike me.as impossible to devise a plan under the 
constitution to correct heresy and schism, without 


were 80, this is an excuse, but it is no justification 
of the exscinding resolutiuns. 
_ Offenders, according to the rules of the Church, 

y be brought before a Judicatory by common 
Ker But I perceive no power given to convict 
on common fame. 

You will remark, gentlemen, that the Presbyte- 
ries, by the constitution of the church, are the elec- 
coma the General Assembly. Their right of re- 
presentation has been taken away without trial, 
without the examination (as far as we know,) of a 
single witness. 

,. Whether these Presbyteries have Congrega- 
tional churches in their connexion, is not now ma- 
terial. It is possible that had a trial been had, that 
int, which is deemed so important, may have 

n disproved. At any rate, it would seem a 
singular reason for dissolving a whole Presbytery, 
that one church was contaminated with false and 
heretical doctrines, or doctrines not strictly Pres- 
byterian; that a whole Presbytery should be eject- 
ed, because a single church was governed without 
the benefit of rulingelders. It would be a reason, 
rhape a one, for cutting off that church 
From the Presbyterian connexion, but none for 


tlemen, would be particularly severe on the mem- 


at the time the Presbytery was created, that such 
connexion did exist. 
If, however; after having condemned this (as it 


should obstinately continne to adhere to it, then 
they would justly expose themselves to the eever- 
est censures of the Church. But whether there is 
any mode known to the constitution, by which a 
Presbytery can be deprived of their right of repre- 
sentation on the floor of the General Assembly, is 
a point which is not rena § to the case, and 
which I shall not under take to deci 

IT have been requested by the Respondents’ 
Counsel to instruct you, that the introduction of 
lay delegates from con tional establishments 
‘into the judicatories of the Presbyterian Church, 
-was a violation of the fundamental principle of 
Presbyterianism, and in contravention of the Act of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, incorpoMting the 
Trustees of the Church; that any act permitting 
‘such introduction would therefore have been wuid, 
although submitted to the Presbyteries. As an 
abstract question on this point, | give an affirmative 
-anewer, I unable to see 
‘the bearing it on the matter at issue in this 


cause. 
- You have already seen that the Court is of the 
‘opinion, that the exscinding resolutions are unton- 
‘stitutional, null and void; yet this did not of itself 
dissolve the General Assembly. ‘The General As- 
sembly was dissolved only at the termination of its 
sessions, You will ewer in the course of the 
‘remarks which I shall have to make to you, that the 
acts.of this Assembly will have an important influ- 
‘ence on the proceedings of the Assembly of 1838. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 


ed by any one to @ seat in that ap b but unlike 
legislative ‘bodies, their decision is the subject of 
revision. Ecclesiastical judicatories are subj»ct to 


-pext 


and it would be impossible to forsee whether the! 

Assembly would persist in their illegal and 
unconstifutional course of conduct. You will re- 
collect that the commissioners are elected a short 
time before the meeting of the General Assembly, 
and.that that body, which sits but a few weeks for 
the transaction of business is dissolved, and a new 
General Assembly ia called at the termination of 
the Bessions. 

Having thus di of the procecdings of the 
General Assembly of 1837, we will now direct our 
attentiou to the acts of 1838. It will peines con 
duce toa proper understanding of the somewhat ex- 
traordinary proceedings which then took place, to 
advert to the practice of the General Assembly in 
times of less excitement and interest than existed on 
that occasion. 3 

After the business ofthe Assembly is finished, 
the General Assembly is dissolved, and another 
General Assembly is directed to be chosen in the 
same manner, to meet ata time and place desig- 
nated by the Assembly. : 

The Moderator, or in case of his absence, another 
member appointed for the purpose, opens the next 
meeting with a sermon; he is directed to hold the 
chair till a new Moderator be chosen. As this is 
for the purpose of organization it is not necessary 
that he be a member, nor is it necessary that the 
clerks should be members, who are requested to 
attend for the same pu » 

By the practice of the Assembly, in pursuance 
of a regulation for that purpose the stated and per- 
manent clerks are a standing committee on commis- 
sions,. To them are submitted the commissions of 
members; they decide on them in the first place, 
and if unexceptionable in form or substance, they 
are enrolled as members of the house; if excep- 
tionable, they report them as such in a separate 
list. The Moderator after divine service, opens 
the session with prayer. He takes his seat as Mo- 
derator, and proceeds to organize the house. The 
first business in order is the report of the clerks, 
who are the Committee on Commissions, who 
make a report, stating on the roll those who are 
members, and designating either in the roll, or in 
a separate list, those whose commissions have been 
examined, and found defective either in form or 
in substance. 

The next business in order is to appoint a com- 
inittee on elections from the list of members who 
have been enrolled. 

To that committee are referred the commissions 
of such persons as may claim seats, whose com- 
missions have been examined and rejected. 

It is usual to appoint the committee on elections 
on the morning of the first day of the session, and 
they, unless in cases of difficulty, report to the 
house in the afternoon, and the house decides upon 
the propriety of the report. It would seem also to 

the practice, that when a commissioner has 
omitted to hand in his commission to the clerks, 
before the meeting of the Assembly, he may do so 
in the Assembly, and the Committee of Commis- 
sions may add his name to the roll of members. 

After the house is organized, they proceed to 
the choice of a Moderator, and stated and perma. 
nent clerks to preside over their deliberations, and 
to keep their records during their session. 

You will observe that I am speaking of the rules 
of practice in the sessions of 1837 and 1838. 

As the Church increased in numbers, and, I may 
add without giving offence, after the spirit of con- 
tention had increased also in the same or a greater 
ratio, the simplicity of the ancient practice gradu- 
ally changed. The changes have been stated with 

yreat clearness by one of our venerable fathers, 

ut as we have to do with existing rather than an- 

_— rules, it is not necssary for me to notice 
em. 

The jury will recollect that the Court has de- 
cided that the exscinding resolutions of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of 1837, were unconstitutional, null 
and void. 

It results from this opinion, that the commission- 
ers from the Presbyteries within the bounds of 
these Synods, had the same right to seats in the 
General Assembly as the members from other 
Presbyteries within the jurisdiction of the Assem- 
bly, liable to be dealt with by them in the same 
manner as commissioners from other Presbyte- 
ries. 

It was under these circumstances, they present- 
ed themselves with coinmissions in proper form, to 
Mr. Krebs and Dr. McDowell, the clerks of the 
former Assembly. They not only rejected their 
commissions, but refused to put their names on the 
roll at all. 

I shall not now stop to inquire whether these 
gentlemen were or were not, pledged to the course 
they thought proper to pursue, nor into the ques- 
tion whether they were the judges of the constitu- 
tionality of an act of a former Assembly, as I am 
clearly of the opinion, and -I so instruct you, that 
they grossly erred in refusing to place their names 
on the list of rejected applicants. They were the 
committee on commissions to whom such questions 
are in the first place referred. It was their duty 
to decide on the propriety of the application, and 
to refer the decision to the further action of the 
House, by adding their names to the roll of mem- 
bers whose commissions had been examined and re- 
jected. 

They cannut consider commissions, in other re- 
spects regular, as alien and outlawed, merely be- 
cause they proceeded from Presbyteries that had 
been unconstitutionally put out of the pale of the 
churoh without citation and without trial. 

It is, therefore, the opinion of the Court, that in 
this there wasa palpable violation of the rights of 
the proscribed commissioners. And this, gentle- 
men, was the second error committed, and which 
led to the scene of disorder which ensued, so little 
creditable to a Christian Assembly. 

After the Moderator, Dr. Elliott, had taken the 
chair, Dr. Patton addressed the chair, and stated 
that he had certain resolutions to offer. The Mo- 
derator decided that he was out of order, that the 
first business was the report of the clerks, who, 
you will recollect, were the committee on commis- 
sions. 

Dr. Patton stated that his motion or resolution 
had reference to the formation of the roll, that it 
was his intention to make his motion, and have the 
question taken without debate. The Moderator 
said the clerks were proceeding with their report. 
Dr. Patton reminded the Moderator that he had 
the floor before the clerks, The Moderator still 
decided that he was out of order, whereupon Dr. 
Patton from the decision of 
the chair. The erator decided that the ap- 
peal was out of order, and stated as a reason for 
the decision, that there was no house to which the 
appeal could be taken. 

“he court is of the opinion that the decision of 
the Moderator was correct, for the reason given by 
him. It isa rulé of the Assembly that no persons 
shall be permitted to vote, unless they are enroll- 
ed und until the report of the committee on com- 
missions, it cannot be judicially known who are 
members of the house, and as such, privileged to 
take part in the organization. If, however, there 
was a majority for it, arising from the absence of 
the Moderator, or the refusal of the clerks to re- 
port the roll, there would be no difficulty in organi- 
zing the Assembly. The decision of the Modera- 
tor wae correct, if the reason assigned was the 
true reason. / 

After this disposition of Dr. Patton’s motion, the 
clerks made a report, omitting, improperly, as has 
been before stated, the names of the commission- 
ers from the exscinded Presbyteries, and the Mode- 
rator announced to those who had not presented 
their commissions, that now was the time to pre- 
sent them, and have themselves enrolled. Some 
of the witnesses say that the Moderator announced 
that, if there were any names omitted, this was 
the time tu present their commissions. The one 
side say that this wasa distinct intimation from 
the Moderator himself, that now was the time to 
present the commissions of the commissioners from 
the exscinded Presbyteries. The other say it in- 
cluded those only who had not presented their 
commissions to the clerxs. That the only course to 
be pursued as to those who had presented their con- 
missions, and had their claim to be enrolled, refused, 
was to have their case referred to the committee 
on elections, on whose report only would it come 
properly before the Assembly. 

However the fact may be, and thisofcourse you 
will decide, at this time Dr. Mason, a member 
whose seat was uncontested, and who had been re- 
ported by the clerks to the House asa member, 

moved that the names of the commissioners from 
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the exscinded Synods shonld be added to the roll. 


He had the commissions in his hand, and at the 
time of the motion, stated that they were the coin- 
missions of commissioners, which had been rejec- 
ted by the clerks. The Moderator inquired tom 
what Presbyteries thosc commissioners came. Dr. 
Mason replied, they came from the S)nods of 
Utica, Geneva, Genesee, and the Western Reserve. 
The Moderator declared Dr. Mason out of order, 
or said that he was out of order at that time. The 
witnesses differ as to the precise expression, but 
whatever may have been the reason —— they 
all concur that the Moderator declared Dr. Mason 
outof order. Dr, Mason said, that with great re- 
spect to the chair, he must appeal from the deci- 
sion. The appeal was seconded. The Moderator 
refused to put the appeal, declaring the appeal to 
be out of order. 

In this stage of the cause, it is unnecessary to 
decide whether the original motion was, or was 
not out of order. I shall put this part of the case 
on the refusal of the Moderator to put the question 
onthe appeal. ‘The question is not whe'lfer an 
appeal may not be out of order, but it is whether 
this appeal was out of order. If the Moderator 
had put the question on the appeal, it is possible 
the Rlouse would have decided that the original 
motion was out of order. They might have 
thought that the matter was properly referrable 
to the committee of elections—that it was a privi- 
—_ question; or the Assembly might by possi- 
bility have taken a different view of the question. 
And whatever they might have thought and decided, 
would have been conclusive. 

But by refusing to put the question, the Modera- 
tor took all power to himself over this question. 
No reason was given by the Moderator. It rested 
simply upon his will. In the opinion of the court, 
it wasa dereliction of duty—a usurpation of au- 
thority, which called for the censure of the House. 
He could not then allege, as he had done on a for- 
mer occasion, that there was no House to which 
the appeal could be taken. At that time, you will 
recollect, that the clerks had made their report, and 
it was then ascertained what members had a right 
to vote. 

Had the question on the appeal been allowed, it 
could then have been ascertained whether a mo- 
tion had been made for the appointment of the com- 
mittee onelections. As it is, itis doubtful whether 
the motion was made before or after the motion 
made by Dr. Mason. . 

And here let me remark, that I look upon the re- 
fusal of the clerks to put the names of the commis- 
sioners on the roll, and this refusal of the Modera- 
tor to put the question on an appeal to the House, 
as most unfortunate. 

If-the excitement did not then commence, yet it, 
with the uproar and confusion which ensued, from 
this time greatly inoreased. After the refusal of 
the Moderator to allow an appeal, the Rev. Miles P. 
Squier arose, and said, that he had presented his 
commission to the clerks, which they had refused 
to receive. The Moderator asked from what 
Presbytery he came. He said from the Presbyte- 
ry of Geneva. The Moderator asked if it was 
within the bounds of the Synad of Geneva. He 
said it was. ‘The Moderator then replied, we do 
not know you. The precise meaning and import 
of these words has been the subject of comment. 
It will be for you to give them such weight as 
you think them entitled to, in another part of this 
cause, 

And here, let me remark, that the witness had 
not a right, (whatever injustice he may have suf- 
fered,) either to speak or vote on any question be- 
fore the house. He had not been reported as a 
member by the clerks; and the rules of the Gene- 
ral Assembly required, that before a member speak 
or vote, he must be enrolled. — 

To this time the witnesses substantially agree 
in their statement. ‘There was but little noise, 
and but little confusion. Every person saw, and 
every person heard, all (ge transactions in the As- 
sembly. 

And here, gentlemen, it will be your solemn 
duty, respectfully but firmly, to decide upon the 
conduct of the Moderator. 

Was he performing his duty as the presiding of- 
ficer of the House, in its organization? Or was 
he carrying out the unconstitutional and void pro- 
ceedings of the General Assembly of 1837, which 
cut off from the body of the Presbyterian Church 
four Synods, twenty-eight Presbyteries five hun- 
dred and nine ministers, and near sixty thousand 
without citation, and without 
trial 

I put the question to you, because it is the 
opinion of the court, that the General Assembly 
has a right to depose their Moderator, upon suffi- 
cient cause. 

This power is necessary for the protection of the 
House ; otherwise the Moderator, instead of being 
the servant, would be the master of the House. 
There is nothing in the constitution of the church, 
that restricts or impairs the right. 

It applies to all Moderators, whether Moderators 
for the session, or Moderators for organization. 
The right is, perhaps, less questionable in the lat- 
ter, than in the former case. He is a ministeria] 
as well as judicial officer. : 

Nor do 1 think that they are restrained in their 
choice to a Moderator of a former year, who may 
be present. That rule applies only to ordinary cases, 
when the Moderator of the last year is not in at- 
tendance, or is unable, from some physical reason, 
to discharge the duties of the office. It does not 
apply to the peculiar and extraordinary circum- 
stances of this case. 

The deposition of a Moderator, and the election 
of another in his place, it appears, is not withgut 
precedent in the history of the Church. 

There is one thing certain, that the deposition of 
a Moderator, and the election of another, if in 
other respects regular, will not of itself vitiate the 
organizaticn. 

After Mr. Squier had taken his seat, upon the 
emphatic declaration of the Moderator, we ‘do not 
know you, Mr. Cleaveland arose. 

Mr. Cleaveland held in his hand a paper, from 
which he read, at the same time accompanying it 
with remarks not on the paper. It is not distinctly 
in evidence what he did say, but in substance it 
was perhaps this: 

That as the commissioners to the General As- 
sembly of 1838, from a large number of Presby- 
teries had been refused their seats, and as we have 
been advised by counsel learned in the law, that a 
constitutional organization of the Assembly must 
be secured at this time and in this place, he trusted it 
would not be considered an act of discourtesy, but 
merely a matter of necessity, if we now proceed 
to organize the General Assembly of 1838, in the 
fewest words, the shortest time, and with the least 
interruption practibable. 

Mr. Cleaveland then moved that Dr. Beman 
of the Presbytery of Troy, be Moderator, or, as 
some of the wituesses say, that he take the chair. 
The motion being seconded, the question was put 
by Mr. Cleaveland, and was carried, as the wit- 
nesses for the relators say, by a large majority, and 
by this they mean that a large majority of voices 
voted in the affirmative. he question was re- 
versed, and as the same witnesses say there were 
some voices coming frow the south-west corner of 
the church, who voted in the negative. This is de- 
nied by the respondents. 

Dr. Beman, who was sitting, in a pew the locality 
of which has been described to you, stept into the 
aisle and called the house toorder. A motion was 
then made that Dr. Mason and Mr. Gilbert be ap- 
pointed Clerks. There being no others put in no- 
mination, the question was put by the Moderator, 
Dr. Beman, in the affirmative and negative, and 
there was a majority of voices in their favour. 

Dr. Beinan then stated that the next business in 
order was the election of a Moderator. A member 
nominated Dr. Fisher, and no other person being in 
nomination, the question was put affirmatively and 
negatively, and Dr. Fisher was elected by a large 
majority of voices. ‘There were no negative votes 
on this nomination; several of the witnesses say 
he was unanimously elected. 

Dr. Beman then announced the election of Dr. 

Fisher as Moderator, and said he should govern 
himself by the rules which might be hereafter 
adopted. 
Dr. Fisher stepped into the aisle, moved towards 
the north end of the church, and called for business ; 
and Dr. Mason and Mr. Gilbert were choseu clerks, 
no others being put in nomination. 


Dr. Beman stated that some difficulties had been 
made by the trustées about the occupation of the 


church in which they were then sitting. To avoid 
difficulty, a motion was made to adjourn to meet 
forthwith at the lecture-room in the First Presby- 
terian Church. The question ‘was teken on the 


motion, and was decided in the affirmative, there 


being no votes in the negative. The result of this 
vote was announced by Dr. Fisher, who then stated 
if there were any commissioners who had not pre- 
sented their commissions, they might then and there 
attend for that purpose. The members of the house 
then repaired to tholecture-room of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, proceeded with their business, 
and on the 24th of May, 1838, elected the relators | 
trustees, in the place and stead of the respondents. 

This is the relators’ case, and here I will direct 
‘our attention to some of the points which have 
raised by the respondents’ counsel. 

The respondents contend that Mr. Cleaveland 
had no right to put the question. They object, 
also, to the time and manner of putting the ques- 
tion. Under one or other of these points I will en- 
deavour to include the question which has been 
raised, and which has been argued with such force 
and with such a variety of illustrations. 

Had Mr. Cleaveland a right to put the question? 
It must be conceded, that unless he was authorized 
to take the sense of the house, the membérs were 
not bound to vote upon it. .In ordinary cases, 
it is usual fur a member who moves a question, to | 
put it in writing, and deliver it. to the speaker, 
who, when it has been seconded, proposes it to 
the house, and the house are then eaid to be in pos- 
session of the question. But this, the relators say, 
is not an ordinary question, but one of a peculiar 
nature. They allege, that the Moderator has | 
shown gross partiality and injustice in the chair ; 
that he was engaged in a plan or scheme to carr 
out the unconstitutional and void act of 1837, whic 
deprived certain commissioners of their seats; that 
this authorized the house to displace him, and to 
elect another to discharge the duties which he fail- 
ed or was unwilling to perform. If this were so 
of which you are the judges, Mr. Cleaveland hada 
right to take the sense of the house on the proprie- 
ty of the Moderator’s conduct. It would be worse 
than useless to require him to put the quesiion on 
his own deposition, for this the house were autho- 
rized to believe he would refuse to perform, as he 
had failed in the performance of his duty before. 
The law compels no person to do a vain or nuga- 
tory thing. The law maxim is, “ Lex neminem 
cogit ad vana, seu impossibilia.” Nor, gentlemen, 
was it necessary that it should be taken by clerks, 
if they, as well as the Moderator, were engaged 
in the same plan, to deprive members of seats, to 
which they were justly and constitutionally enti- 
tled. It is the opinion of the Court, that a member 
although not an officer, is entitled to put a ques- 
tion to the house in such circumstances. 

The motion which Mr. Cleaveland made, after 
explaining his object, was either that Dr. Beman be 
Moderator, or that Dr. Beman be called to the chair. 
It is of no consequence in which form the motion was 
made. Theyare substantially the same. The motion 
amounted to this: that Dr. Elliott, who occupied 
the chair, should be deposed, and that Dr. Beman 
should be elected chairman and Moderator in his 
stead. It was a pertinent question, easily under- 
stood, and not calculated to mislead the dullest 
member of the Assembly. It was in proper form, 
and in proper time: for, gentlemen, it was not ne- 
cessary to precede it by a motion that the house 
should nuw proceed to the choice of a Moderator. 
All these requisites are substantially comprised in 
the motion which was made. There was nothing in 
the question, or in the manner of putting it, which 
was disorderly, or which might have led to disor- 
der. Mr. Cleaveland put the question to the house, 
which, under ceriain circumstances, of which I 
have already said you are the judges, he had a 
right todo. In the course of his remarks, he turn- 
ed himself partly round from the Moderator; but 
this, so far as any point of jaw is involved, is of no 
sort of consequence. It is also contended by the 
respondents, that the claim of members to seats, 
according to the standing order of the house, was 
referrable to the commigtee on elections, and fur- 
ther that the house cannot enter into business until 
the organization is complete. The latter point the 
court answers in the negative. There is no doubt 
the house may elect a Moderator, although the 
seats of some of the members are contested. In 
general, they would prefer to await the report of 
the committee on elections; but this would be a 
matter of discretion. The right to seats would be 
as well, if not better decided, after the house was 
organized by the election of a Moderator, as when 
it was in its inchoate or incipient s‘ate. Such an 
objection would not vitiate the organization, what- 
ever cause there’might be on the part of those who 
had been deprived of seats, to complain of the pre- 
cipitaney of the Assembly in proceeding to busi- 
ness, particularly if done with a view of preventing 
them trom partaking in the business. 

In deciding on the first point, and others which 
have been raised by the respondents, it is neces- 
sary to advert to the nature of the questions them- 
selves, 

Dr, Mason moved that the names of certain 
members who had been unconstitutionally and un- 
justly deprived of seats in the Assembly, should be 
added to the roll. The motion of Mr. Cleaveland, 
and the subsequent resolutions or motions, were 
the consequen:es of the decision of the Moderator, 
that Dr. Mason’s motion was out of order, and the 
refusal of the Moderator to allow an appeal to the 
house. The right of members was unjustly in- 
vaded, and from this moment became a question of 
privilege, which over-rides all other questions 
whatever. A question of privilege is always in 
order, to which privileged questions, such as the 
appointient of a committee of elections, must give 
way. The cry, therefore, of order” from the Mo- 
derator, or from any member whatever, under such 
circumstances, would be disorderly. ‘T'wo incon- 
sistent rights cannot exist at the same time, 
and it is obvious that if a member, or the Modera- 
tor, may put a stop to a proceeding which involves 
in it the conduct of the Moderator himself in the 
discharge of his high functions, and a question of 
privilege, by the cry of order, it would be an easy, 
and efiectual mode of destroying the rights of mem- 
bers in any deliberative assembly. It is usual, 
when it is intended to prevent a member from pro- 
ceeding with a motion, to rise to order, and a re- 
quisition is then made by the Moderator that the 
member take his seat. It is the opinion of the 
court, that Dr. Mason had the right to make his 
motion before the appointment of the committee on 
elections. Indeed, | know of no other mode of 
getting this question before the committee on elec- 
tions, except by bringing it before the house, who 
might either decide it themselves, or, if they 
thought proper, refer it to that committee, in whose 
report it would again come before the house. In 
this point, I wish you distinctly to understand, that 
it is the opinion of the court, and that I so instruct 
you, that if you believe that the conduct of the Mo- 
derator and clerks was the result of a preconcerted 
plan with a portion of the members, to carry out 
the unconstitutional and void act of 1837, which 
deprived the members from certain Presbyteries 
of seats in the Assembly, then, in this particular, 
the requisitions of the law have been substantially 
complied with. 


That the fact that Mr. Cleaveland put the ques- 
tion instead of the Moderator, the cries of order 
when this was in progress, the omission of some of 
the formula usually observed when there is no con- 
test and no excitement, such as standing in the 
aisle, instead of taking the chair occupied by the 
Moderator, not using the usual insignia of office, 
putting the question in an unusual place, and the 
short time consumed in the organization cf the house, 
and three or more members standing at the same 
time, will pot vitiate the organization, if you should 
be of the opinion that this became necessary from 
the illegal and improper conduct of the adverse 

rty. 

Pit is a singular point, gentlemen, that this part 
of the respondents’ case rests upon standing rules 
which were not then in existence. You will re- 
collect, that each Assembly adopted its own rules; 
indeed, both the relators and respondents have ap- 
pealed to these rules, I will remark, that the roll 
of members reported by Mr. Krebs and Dr. Mc- 
Dowell, was the roll of the house. As such, it 
was virtually in the possession of the clerks after- 
wards chosen, provided they were regularly and 
duly elected. It is the opinion of the court, that 
the existence of a house competent to perform all 
the functions of a General Assembly does not de- 


standing order of the house. You, however, — 
take this opinion with the qualification that you 
believe that the house had been substantially or- | 
ganized for the transaction of business; that you | 
should believe that the deviation from the accus- 
tomed course was the necessary result of a precon- 
certed plan unconstitutionally to‘exclude the mem- 
bers from the exscinded Presbyteries from their 
seats in the Assembly. And here, gentlemen, let 
me request your particular attention to the point in 
issue. The relators say that they are trustees re- 
gularly appointed by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church. In other words, they affirm 
that the house which asse:nbled In the lecture:room 
of the First Presbyterian church was the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. This is an 
effirmative proposition which the relators are bound 
to support. 

The question is not which is the General As- 
sembly, but whether they are the General Assem- 
bly, and as such had a right te elect the relators 
trustees, This aHegation the relators must sustain 
to your satisfaction, otherwise your verdict must 
be in favour of the respondents. 

The respondents strenuously deny that the por- 
tion of brethren who assembled in the First Pres- 
byterian church, are the General Assembly. On 
this point, both parties, the relators and respondents, 
have put themselves upon the country—and you, 
gentlemen, are that country. 

Let me now briefly call your attention to the re- 
lator’s case. ‘The Moderator, Dr. Elliott, proceed- 
ed to organize the House. The clerks, Mr. Krebs 
and Dr. McDowell, reported to the House the roll 
of members, omitting those who were not entitled 
to seate. Dr. Patton offered a resolution on the 
formation of the roll. This motion was. declared 
by the moderator to be out of order, alse his appeal 
was declared to be out of order. Dr. Mason then 
moved that the names of the members from the 
Presbyteries within the exscinded Synods should 
ba added to the roll. This motion was declared by 
the Moderator to be out of order. An appeal from 
that decision was demanded, which was also de- 
clared to be out of order. On motion of Mr. 
Cleaveland, the former M:derator was deposed for 
sufficient cause, and Dr. Beman was elected Mode- 
rator, and Mr. Gilbert and Dr. Mason were elected 
clerks. After organization, Dr. Fisher was elected 
Moderator, and Mr, Gilbert and Dr. Mason elected 
clerks for the Assembly. The Assembly being 
thus organized by the appointment of officers, ad- 
journed to meet forthwith at the lecture-room of 
the First Presbyterian church, and accordingly met 
in pursuance of the adjournment, and on the 24th 
of May, 1838, in due form, elected the relators 
Trustees, ‘This, gentlemen, is a summary of the 
plaintiff’s case ; and if the facts are as stated, your 
verdict should be rendcred in favour of the re- 
lators. 

The respondents deny that the portion of brethren 
who assembled in the First Presbyterian Church 
are the General Assembly. 

Their objection, in addition to the points which 
have been already stated, is, that there ws not a 
full and free expression of the opinion of the House. 

They allege that the various motions for the ap- 
pointment of Moderator and clerks, and for the ad- 
journment, were not carried by a majority of the 
House. 

It is hardly necessary to observe that sous 
had no right to vote, nor had members not enrolled 
by the clerks, although entitled to seats a right to 
vote. But notwithstanding this, it is the opinion 
of the Coart, that if, after deducting those who 
voted and were not entitled to vote, there was a 
clear majority in favour of several motions, this 
irregularity, or if you please, something worse, 
welll not vitiate the organization. The presump- 
tion is, that none but qualified persons voted; but 
there is proof that some voted who were not en- 
rolled, yet this of itself will not destroy the re- 
spondents’ right of action. You, gentlemen, will 
in the first place, inquire whether there was a ma- 
jority of affirmative voices of members entitled to 
vote. 

If there was not, there is an end of the question 
and your verdict must be in favour of the respond- 
ents. 

But if there was a majority, you will further in- 
quire whether the question on the several motions 
was reversed. 

If they were not reversed, your verdict must be 
in favour of the respondents; for in that case it is 
very clear, the members had no opportunity of 
showing their dissent to several motions or propo- 
sitions which were submitted to them. 


These, gentlemen, are questions of fact for your 
decision. 1 will content m) self with referring to the 
evidence and the arguments of the counsel, and at 
the same time observing to you that it is your duty 
to reconcile the testimony of your case, and with 


}one other observation, that affirmative testimony 


is more to be relied on than negative testimony. 


understand, that it is the majority of those who 
were entitled to vote, and who actually voted, that 
is to be counted on the various questions which 
were submitted to the house. I wi-h you also to 
understand that it is the majority of members that 
had been enrolled that must determine this ques- 
tion. When there is a quorum of members pre- 
sent, the Moderator can only notice those who ac- 
tually vote, and not those who do not choose to ex- 
ercise their of voting. Whenever,” 
says Lord Mansfield “electors are present, and 
don’t vote at all, they virtually acquiesce in the 
election made by those who do.” 


‘And with this principle, agrees one of the rules 
of the General Assembly itself, which must be 
familiar to every member. 

Members (30th rule) ought not without weighty 
reasons, to decline voting, as this practice might 
leave the decision of very interesting questions to 
a small proportion of the judicatory. Silent mem- 
bers, unless excused from voting, must be consid- 
ercd as acquiescing with the majority. 

This is not only the doctrine of the common law, 
of the written law, as you have seen, but it is the 
doctrine.of common sense, for without the benefit 
of this rule, it would be almost impossible, certain- 
ly very inconvenient, to transact business in a large 
deliberative assembly. 

Of this rule, gentiemgn, we have had very late- 
ly a most memorable instance. The fundamental 
principles of your government have been altered ; 
a new constitution has been established by a plu- 
rality of votes; forty thousand electors, who de- 
posited their votes for one, or other, of the candi- 
dates for governor, did not cast them at all on that 
most interesting and important of all questions. 
But notwithstanding this, the amended constitu- 
tion has been proclaimed by your executive, and 
recognized by your legislature, and by the people, 
as the supreme lawof the land. This, gentlemen, 
has been stigmatised as a technical rule of law, a 
fiction and intendment in law. It is sufficient for 
us, gentlemen, that it is a rule of Jaw. We must 
not be wis:r than the law; for if we attempt this, 
we endanger every thing we hold dear—our life, 
our liberty, our property. 

Nor, gentlemen, can we know any thing of any 
fancied equity as contradistinguished from the law. 
The law is the equity of the case, and it must be 
so considered under the most awful responsibility, 
by this court, and this jury. In my opinion, a 
court and jury can never be better employed than 
when they are vindicating the safe and salutary 
principles of the common law. 


But the respondents further objrct that the de- 
sign of the New-school brethren was not to organ- 
ize a General Assembly according to the forms 
prescribed by the constitution, but that they in- 
tended, and it was so understood by them, to effect 
an ex-parte organization, with a view to a peace- 
able separation of the Church. If this was the in- 
tention, and was ‘so understood at the time, the 
House which assembled in the First Presbyterian 
church, cannot be recognised as the General As- 
sembly, competent to appoint trustees under the 
charter. Having chosen voluntarily to Jeave the 
Church, they can no longer be permitted to partici- 
pate in its advantages and privileges. If a mem- 
ber, or a number of individuals, choose to abandon 


tent to relinquish all its benefits. 
decide. In this part of the case, the burthen of 


proofs is thrown on the respondents. They must 
satisfy you that such was the intention of the 


New-school party in organizing the house and ad- 


pend on the observance or non-observance of the journing to the First Presbyterian church. But 
grant: 
order, 


And here, gentlemen, I wish you distinctly to|. 


that the motion of Mr. Cleaveland was in 
t Drs. Beman and Fisher, and the clerks, 
had a majori'y of votes, that-the intention was to 
organize the General Assembly, and that they did 
net intend an ex-parte organization, the oo 
ents say that such was the precipitation and haste 
of these proceedings, their extraordinary and novel 
character, the noise, tumult, and confusion, that — 
they and the other members of the house had no 
weer of hearing and voting, if they had wish- 
to do so, and that therefore this is an attempt at 
organization, which is null and void. 
' It is very certain that if individual members of 
a deliberative assembly by trick and artifice, by 
surpris®, noise, tumult, and confusion, carry such 
a question as this, it ought, not, it cannot be re- 
garded. The members must have an opportunity to 
debate, to vote, if théy desire it, and for this reason 
it was, the negative question must be put, and that 
the several questions must be reversed. 

It will be fur you to say whether the members 
had this opportunity. To this part of the case I 
— your particular attention. 

f you believe that the several motions were 
made and reversed, that they were carried by a 
majority of affirmative voices, whatever may be 
your opinion of the relative strength of two parties 
in the Assembly, your verdict must be for the 
lators. I hold it to be a most clear proposit 
that silent members acquiesce in the decision of 
the majority. “It is of no sort of consequence for 
what reason they were silent; whether from a 

evious determination or otherwise, The e 
is the same, provided they had an opportunty 
hearing and voting on the question. It is not ne- 
cessary that all should hear or vote. 

If persons who are members of an assembly, by 
surprise, by noise, or violence, carry such a ques 
tion—such a vote’cannot be considered as the de- 
liberate sense of the assembly; but when mem- 
bers are aware of the nature of the proceedings 
and choose to treat them with contempt, or to in- 
terrupt the business themselves, by stamping, noise, 
talking, cries of order, or shame! shame! or res 
questing silence with a view to iuterruption, or at- 
tending to other business, when they ought to be 
attending to this, they cannot be permitted after- 
wards to allege that they had no opportunity to 
vote. They cannot take advantage of their own 
wreng, or their own folly. In such a case, their 
silence, or if you choose, noise, shall be viewed as 
an acquiescence in the vote of the msjority. But 
when members are prevented from hearing and 
understanding the question by the noise and cons 
fusion, or by the indecent haste with which the 
bnsiness is conducted, the organization is not such . 
as can give it any legal validity. It is of no con- 
sequence whether the members are prevented from 
voting understandingly on the question by the 
persons engaged in conducting the business, or by 
the spect»tors. But when it comes from the mem- 
bers of the other party, they shall not be permitted 
to object, when they themselves are the causes of 
the difficulty. 

If the facts be so, they (the members ofthe Old- 
school) did not hear, because they would not hear; 
they did: not vote because they would not vote 
They caused the disorder, and let them reap the 
bitter fruits of their injustice. The court, and yoa 
gentlemen of the jury, have nothing to do with 
consequences; with fancied majorities and minori- 
ties, but with majorities legally ascertained. We 
are placed at this bar under an awful responsibilit 
to do justice, without regard to the seiiblent 
strength of the contending parties. 

If you, gentlemen, believe that the questions 
were not reversed, that they were not carried, that 
the members of the Assembly had not an opporte- 
nity of hearing and voting upon them, your verdict 
should be in favour of the respondenta, But, it on 
the other hand, you b lieved they intended to or 
ganize the Assembly; that the questions were se- 
verally put; that the noise, tumult, and confusion 
which prevailed in the Assembly, were the result 
of a preconcerted plan, or combination, or conspi- 
racy between the clerks, the Moderator, and the 
members of the Old-school party, to sustain the 
unconstitutional and void resolutions of 1837, 
which deprived members of seats to which they 
were justly entitled, your verdict should be in fe 
vour of the relators. 
_ And here I do not wish to be understood as ha¢- 
ing expressed, or even intimated an opinion as ® 
the facts of the case. The facts are for you, the 
law is for the Court. 

And now, gentlemen, I entreat you, as you shall 
answer to God at the great day, that you discarl 
from your minds all partiality, if any you have; 
fear, favour, and affection; that you decide this it- 
teresting cause according to the evidence, and thit 
you remember that the law is part of your ew- 
dence. The Court, and you, gentlemen, ae 
placed at this bar under an AWFUL RESPONSTBILITW 
TO DO JUSTICE. 


- } 
MaLtvsinEes SERMONS, volume 2d.—Just received ard 
for sale by J. Whetham, 144 Chesnut street, Philadelpha, 
Discourses selected for the use of Fa- 
milies a titute Congregations, by the Right . 
P, Mellivaine, D.D. of Ohi. 


ON JUSTIFICATION.—A Treatise on Juatifie- 
tion; by the Rev. George Junkin, D. D.,1 vol. 12m- 
_ An outline of the work of Grace in the Presbyterian Con 

tion at New Rrunswick, New Jersey; by the Rev. Joseph &. 

Jones, 18mo. Just received and for sale b 

WM. S. MARTTEN, 
Corner of Seventh and George street, Philadelphia, 


BLE THEQLOGICAL and CLASSICAL BOOKS,.— 
_ J. Whetham, Bookseller, No. 144 Chesnut street, Philadel- 
phia, would respectfully inform Clergymen, Profes 

others visiting the eity,thathe has reeently made large add- 
tions to his former stock of valuable Theological and Classical 
books, whieh he now offers for sale on the most liberal terms, 
Also a large assortment of the late religious publications, suits- 
ble for Parish and Sunday school libraries. Fescens purchasing 
- for public and private libraries are invited to call and examise 
for themselves, 


EL AIR FEMALE SEMINARY.—Harford County Mary- 
B land.—Mrs. C. M. Rivers and Daughters, respeetfully in- 
form their friends and the public, that the Summer session of 
this Seminary commenced on the first Monday in May, w 
in addition to day scholars, they are prepared to reecive a |i 
ted number of resident pupils. The course of instruction in 
this seminary will be full and thorough, embracing all the 
branches of a solid and refined education ; and great pains will 
be taken to improve the minds, as wel} as the health, 
rals of such young ladies as may be committed to their care. 

The Village of Bel Airis remarkable for its general health, 
the purity of its atmosphere, and that of the surrounding eoun- 
try, as well also for the respectability and moral eharacter of 
the inhabitants, Easy aceess to this village, from either Phila- 
delphia or Baltimore, by way of the rail road, will, it is expected, 
offer great inducements to parents and guardians, such as are 
rarely to be met with, Further information with regard to 
terms &e., which will be moderate, can be had by personal 
plication, or by a letter addressed to the Principal, at 
pao They are also kindly permitted to refer w the following 
gentlemen, 

Baltimore.—Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, Rev. S. Williams, Rev. 
W. Rev. A. B. Cross, 

Bel Air.—Rev. Wm, Finney, Hon. 8. Archer. 

may 18—4t 


AMILY GROCERIES.—At the Temperance Tea Ware- 
, and Family Grocery Store, north-east corner of Ches- 
nutand Tenth streets, The subseriber offers for sale an exten- — 
sive and well selected assortment of all articles in his line, some 
4.—Green and Black Teas of every description, some 
which are of the very finest quality. 

Coffee.—Old Government, Java, Sumatra, and other kinds. 

Sugar.— Loaf, Lump, and Brown of various kinds, 

Hams.—Prime Jersey, Maryland, and Cincinnati, 

Pickles, O’c.—London Pickle Sauces, Bottled Fraits, &e. Un- 
derwood’s Pickles, Sauces, and Ketchups. 

Crackers.— Philadelphia Soda, Passover, and Water Crackers, 
and Vilot Bread. New York Graham Bran Crackers, ‘thin Pi- | 
jot Bread, and President Crackers. Boston Butter Biscuit, and 
Sponge Crackers. Milton Butter Biscuit, Cold Water, and 
Sweet Bran Crackers, Alexandria Pure Water Crackers, Soda, 
and Sugar Biscuit, Prineeton Sugar, Soda, and Milk Biseuit, 

Canton, Havana, aud French Preserves, Smoked, Spiced, and 
Pickled Salmon, very ehoiee Salad Oil. Spanish and Fre 
Olives. Italian Macearoni and Vermice}li. Sperm Oil and Can- 
dics, Judd’s Patent Polished Candies. Sugar-house, Syrup, 
and West India Molasses. Castile and Palm Soap. Sap Sago, 
Dutch, Pine Apple, and North River Cheese. Piekled Pig's 
Feet. Sardines m Oil. Los American, and French Mas- 
tard. Burlington, and Digby Herring. Anchovy Paste and 
Sauce, Prepared Coeoa, and Chocolate. Smoked Ton 
Dried Beef, and Bologna Pearl Barley, Rice, and 
Sago. Bunch Raisins, Prunes, Walnu:s, and Almonds. Guava 
Jelly in small boxes and jars. Fine Table Salt in boxes, bask- 
ets, and loaves. Starch. Manillaand Alicant mats, London 
Blacking, Split Peas, &e. 

The above articles are all first quality,and well worthy the 
attention of house keepers, and 1 who purchase for their 
friends in the country, whose a is respectfully sofi- 
cited. THOMPSON BLACK, 

N. E. corner of Chesnut and Tenth streets, Philadelphia, 

N. B. Goods sent w any part of the city, or packed seeurely 

for the country. may 18—3:* 


- INSTITUTE FOR BOOK-KEEPERS,—South 
East corner of 5th and Walnut streets, Philadelphia. 
Recommendatins,—From our knowledge of Mr. Dandeo’s 
character, and his competency as a practical accountant, we 
take pleasure in recommending him, as possessing every quali- 
fication necessary for instructing in the scienee of Book- 


their church, they niust at the same time be con-}. 


But this is a question of fact, which you must | 


ing, and believe his me of imparting the same, weil ada 
to.fit young men for the duties of the onneings house, - 


Brady & Dowing, Acrtwsen Maccoun & Kitchie, 
Baker & Moss, Mordeeai D. Lewis, 
Cave & Schaffer, Worley & Welsh, . 
Frederick Fraley, Wm. A. Rhodes, 
pson Tams, Jackson, 
Prospectuses on the application. 
P tuition given on 
Hours of Mr. Dando’s ss attendance, morning, half past 
cighto’eloek to twelve, Aftermeen, three o’cloek wo five. Even- 
ing, seven o'clock to quarter past nine, may 18—6mo. 


> 


| 
3 | | 
failure of the attempt at compromise, they a; 
: to have discovered a much more expeditious, if not| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
; church, (the omission.of which, Dy any of the infe- | 
rior judicatories,. would call down on the offenders 
4 the severest censure of the General Assembly,) it 
ia inconteivable that similar precautjons are not 
necessary to-protect the rights of Presbyteries, | 
- - which consist of many individuals, from the injus- | 
: tice, violence, and party spirit of the General As- 
sembly itself. ‘Constitutions are intended to pro- | J 
} tect the weak, the minority, from the injustice of 
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